
FLOWER SHOW IN A BOX

MISSION:

To increase the number of SMALL STANDARD FLOWER SHOWS and educational services to FEDERATED GARDEN CLUB members on a local club level.

CONCEPT: 

To provide an innovative, well publicized, club-friendly program sponsored by a Judges' Council, State or District Board, that encourages and MENTORS small or inexperienced clubs who have never had a SMALL STANDARD FLOWER SHOW or who have not had one in several years.  This program is also a vehicle for more experienced clubs to update members on the new Handbook designs and policy changes, either as a workshop or as a monthly meeting program.

ORGANIZERS:

This program requires an enthusiastic group of Judges or individuals with experience as FLOWER SHOW CHAIRMEN who would be interested in individually mentoring clubs.  This responsibility includes helping clubs develop THEIR OWN SCHEDULES ACCORDING TO THEIR ABILITY AND THEIR OWN CREATIVE IDEAS, guiding the clubs through all stages of show planning and giving organizational support on the day of the show.  It is critical that volunteers be individuals who are non-biased, patient, and can offer positive suggestions without intimidating or influencing clubs to try classes or designs beyond their ability or interest.

WHAT'S THE BOX ALL ABOUT?:

To market the program and create a little mystery, prepare a large box (such as a flowered under-the-bed box) and fill it with the basic items required to put on a SMALL STANDARD FLOWER SHOW.  This might include a Handbook, 20 horticulture bottles, 40 entry tags, 40 show ribbons or stickers for 5 Classes of Design and 5 Classes of Horticulture, index cards for Class signs and a roll of ribbon for dividers.  Essential items in the box are a "fill-in-the-blanks"-type schedule such as the enclosed 8"x11"formatted sheet which states the responsibilities of the sponsoring group and participating club, with the name and phone number of a mentor.  This box will be part of the introductory presentation, and later available with an assigned mentor, to any club who signs up for a FLOWER-SHOW-IN-A-BOX SMALL STANDARD FLOWER SHOW.

PRESENTATION:

The next step is to present the FLOWER SHOW IN A BOX program at an Annual Meeting or large District/State function.  Publicity and fanfare are the key to building enthusiasm.  Before the meeting a short article in the State or District newsletter is helpful in building interest.  An energetic and personable representative is needed to introduce the program.  Try having a Judge, or other representative, in a big, flowered hat march in with the box and go from table to table getting people to guess what is in the box.  The Judge or representative then introduces the FLOWER SHOW IN A BOX program, emphasizing how easy it is to put on a SMALL STANDARD FLOWER SHOW with little money, no experience, props, exhibits, or Book of Evidence, and how all 10 Classes can be staged in a small home or meeting room.  The box is then opened and discussed.  Sheets detailing the program and application forms should then be given to every club President.

The Judges' Council or sponsoring group should have the first FLOWER SHOW IN A BOX and invite everyone.  Care must be taken that the flower show is staged in a modest  home or small meeting room.  The schedule should be simple with a theme that inexperienced clubs can relate to and feature designs that are comfortable and non-threatening.  Having handouts, mentors who can answer questions, and refreshments, encourages visiting clubs to sign up for either a show or an informational program.

FOLLOW UP:
After the initial presentation and first flower show, it is suggested that club Presidents be called by the sponsoring group to see if they would like someone to come talk to their club about the program.  Newsletter articles should continue, encouraging other clubs to join in the FUN.  Awards and prizes can be given at the next large meeting to the participating clubs.  This meeting would be followed with more information and applications given to other non-participating club Presidents.

Note:  Flower Show in a Box is the same exact thing as the Small Standard Flower Show as described in the Handbook.
 INFORMATION SHEET 

GIVEN OUT WITH APPLICATION FORM TO CLUB PRESIDENT

FLOWER SHOW IN A BOX                           WHAT'S IT ALL ABOUT?
DESCRIPTION:

A club-friendly program designed to motivate and encourage small or inexperienced Garden Clubs or Clubs that have not had a Flower Show in several years, to host a SMALL STANDARD FLOWER SHOW.  

This program can also be used as a workshop to update more experienced Clubs on Handbook Designs and policy changes.

HOW WOULD IT WORK FOR MY CLUB?

FLOWER SHOW IN A BOX is tailored to support the unique needs and resources of YOUR GARDEN CLUB.  This program offers an easy and economical approach to organizing and staging a SMALL STANDARD FLOWER SHOW in a modest home or small meeting room.  It requires minimum funding, little or no staging, no Educational Exhibits, and no Book of Evidence.  If your Club decides to have a FLOWER SHOW IN A BOX, an experienced schedule writer or Judge will be assigned to your Club as a mentor to help write a simple Schedule.  This Schedule will be tailored to the type/style of Design and Horticulture your Club feels comfortable with and would like to try for your special show.  This mentor will also help your Club organize other portions of the Flower Show and be there the day of the Flower Show to help your chairmen with any issues.  A FREE box of BASIC ESSENTIALS needed to organize a small show will also be available to your Club.  Think of how much FUN it would be to have a SMALL STANDARD FLOWER SHOW.  It could be part of your monthly meeting or a separate program.  Your members would have a chance to show off their abilities and learn many new skills at the same time.

REQUIREMENTS FOR YOUR CLUB TO QUALIFY:
-Vote by a MAJORITY of Garden Club members to hold a Standard Flower Show

-Completion of FLOWER SHOW IN A BOX application form specifying:

· Tentative date

· Proposed location

· Names of 2 Club members willing to serve as Chairman and 

· Vice or Assistant Chairman

FLOWER SHOW IN A BOX CONTENTS:
· Name, address, phone # of Mentor

· Handbook for Flower Shows
· Blank schedule sheet to be filled in with aid of Mentor (will need to have copies made for each Club member).

· Award ribbons/stickers for 10 Classes (5 Design, 5 Horticulture) (ribbons can be home-made)
· Assorted bottles for 20 Horticulture exhibits

· Entry tags, index cards for class signs and ribbon dividers

FLOWER SHOW IN A BOX CLUB APPLICATION FORM

NAME OF CLUB:____________________________________________________

TENTATIVE DATE(S) AND TIME(S) FOR FLOWER SHOW (cannot conflict 

with state/district meeting dates)_______________________________

_________________________________________________________________

LOCATION OF SHOW (give building name, address and phone #)

________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

NAME, ADDRESS, PHONE # OF CHAIRMAN AND VICE-CHAIRMAN
_________________________________

________________________________

_________________________________

                                
 
________________________________

                                 
________________________________

                                

 ________________________________

CLUB RESPONSIBILITIES:

1.  Have a MAJORITY vote by the Garden Club members to hold a SMALL 


STANDARD FLOWER SHOW IN A BOX.

2.  Secure a location/home or building.

3.  Set a day and time for the show.

4.  Have a list of members willing to be chairmen/consultants.

5.  Invite Accredited Judges with WRITTEN invitations to judge.

6.  Provide a simple Judges' Coffee (coffee/sweet roll) at show location before judging.***
7.  Provide a simple Judges' Lunch (sandwich/drink) at location if possible.***
8.  Provide inexpensive Judges' gift (note pad, small plant).***
9.  Write judges and mentor thank you notes after the show.

      ***(#6,7,and 8 are nice, but they are OPTIONAL items)

FLOWER SHOW IN A BOX MENTOR RESPONSIBILITIES

1.  Meet with Club at mutually agreed date and place to write a simple Flower Show schedule that complies with the requirements stated in the Handbook for Flower Shows for a SMALL STANDARD FLOWER SHOW.  Schedule to be typed later on the 8´"x11" pre-formatted form.  Copies to be provided to all club members.

2.  Meet again with Club, if necessary, at a mutually agreed date and place, to help explain Chairmen's jobs, set up of a Flower Show, entries, classification and other processes involved in putting on a SMALL STANDARD FLOWER SHOW.

3.  Be available the day of the show to help with organizational issues.

SIGNATURES OF CHAIRMAN AND VICE-CHAIRMAN

______________________________             ______________________________

DATE_________________________

(Please return this form to Mentor/Sponsoring Chairman)

DIVISION I, HORTICULTURE

BEST IN SHOW AWARD can be offered in this Division

Title_____________________________

CLASS #/TITLE       
SPECIFIC PLANT                
DETAILS

Titles should       

Botanical and common          
length, number

be appropriate      

names recommended             
of stems, size

to show theme       

(specific/broad groups)       
of container

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CLASS 1.

Title: 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CLASS 2.

Title: 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CLASS 3.

Title: 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CLASS 4.

Title: 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CLASS 5.

Title: 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

DIVISION II, DESIGN

BEST IN SHOW AWARD CAN BE OFFERED IN THIS DIVISION

Title_______________________________

CLASS#              
CLASS TITLES        

DESCRIPTION/STAGING





Title of Class      

Class description: area dimensions
                                        



available to designer; color, size of
#of entries         




staging provided by committee, required
                                     



components, other info
Consultant, Ph#     





                                       ________________________________________________________________

CLASS 1.

Title:

________________________________________________________________

CLASS 2.

Title:

_________________________________________________________________

CLASS 3.

Title:
_________________________________________________________________

CLASS 4.

Title:
 FLOWER SHOW IN A BOX

Show Title

A Small Standard Flower Show
Location address

Date 

Times

Club Name

Club President's Name

Show Chairmen

General Chairman



    Judge's Chairman                                 
 Staging Chairman



Horticulture Chairman                             
 Design Chairman

GENERAL RULES:  


Entries received:       

Entries removed:

Judging begins:        


Show opens:               
Show closes:

Open to the Public for viewing and exhibiting:

Admission free:

HORTICULTURE RULES:

1.  All horticulture specimens must be fresh plant materials grown by the exhibitor.

2.  All specimens must be named, giving genus and species when these are not already in the 

schedule; variety/cultivar added when available; common name may be added.

3.  Exhibitors may make more than one entry per class or subclass, if each is a different 

genus, species, variety/cultivar, type, size or color.

4.  Container grown plants must have been in exhibitor's possession at least 90 days, except for 

multiple plantings, which must have been in exhibitor's possession at least 6 weeks.

5.  Scales of points for judging Horticulture in Handbook for Flower Shows.

DESIGN RULES:

1.  No artificial flowers, foliage, fruit, or vegetables are permitted.

2.  Fresh plant material may not be treated in any manner.

3.  Some plant material must be used in every exhibit.

4.  An exhibitor may enter as many classes or sub-classes as desired, but only one exhibit per class 

or sub-class is allowed.

5.  Landscapes or scenes are not permitted in the Design Division.


6.  The following are permitted unless prohibited by schedule or law:  Accessories, featured objects, treated dried materials, contrived flowers and other forms made of real plant material, fresh or dried, cut fruit or vegetables (MUST be sealed unobtrusively to discourage insects, discoloration or foul odor),objects which add interest when tastefully used (e.g. feathers, nests, coral, sponges, sea fans, shells, bones, antlers, horns, starfish, special lighting, container grown plants growing in soil in Design classes where appropriate living plants with roots attached (e.g. leek, bromeliad, moss)

7.  Scale of Points for judging Designs, Handbook

DIVISION I, HORTICULTURE

Best in Show Award can be offered for this Division

Class #/Title       

Specific Plant                
Details

Class 1             

Ilex (Holly)                  
30" maximum

Class 2             

Evergreen                     
30" maximum

Class 3             

containers/blooming           12" diam.

Class 4             

cut blooms/annuals            
3 stems

Class 5             

containers/foliage only        12" diam.

DIVISION II, DESIGN

Best in Show Award can be offered in this Division

All plant material used must be listed on 3'x5' card

Class #   

Class Title      


Class Description 

# of entries                









includes space allowed

 consultant :                   




staging/components req.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Class 1.  
From Here to There            
A Line Design, staged on

       4 exhibits only               


2'x 2' section of 30” tall table 

       B. Hive 555-1234             


draped in green, against gray wall.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Class 2.  
Floral Beauties               

A Mass Design, staged on  


       4 exhibits only               


a white wooden pedestal 42" tall 

       D.Light 555-5678              


with a 16" diameter round top








(freestanding design)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Class 3.  
Shades of Green               

An All Foliage design of

      4 entries only                


designer's choice, staged

      J. Waulk 555-0987             


on 24"x 24" x24" white 

                                        



cube; freestanding

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

SMALL STANDARD FLOWER SHOW

1.  Requires a written schedule

2.  Two divisions:  Horticulture and Design

    
 a.  Horticulture:  5 classes minimum; 20 exhibits overall

     
 b.  Design:  3 classes minimum; 4 entries per class required, 12-19 designs 

3.  Judged by a panel of three NGC Accredited Judges according to the Standard System of Awarding. 






2
2
2

