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                                                                                                                                        President FFGC
                                                                                                                                       Marjorie H. Hendon
                                                                                                                                        4/19/2023
This President has had a wonderful two years as Florida’s President.  We have seen members come and go, raised funds, started new clubs, Blue and Gold Star Markers were dedicated, we fought the weather, and celebrated our 99 years of existence.
First, we have added 3,201 new members to the Florida Garden Clubs.  WOW, that represents new ideas, beautiful designs, more information going out to new members on gardening, the environment and landscaping, helping wildlife and our youth.
Donations have helped us achieve our goals.  We have almost completed the new building at our Wekiva Youth Camp.  That is being built from a $700,000+ donation to FFGC by the Todd family.  Our scholarship fund was boosted by a $42,000 donation.  FFGC garden clubs have donated more than $165,000 to their communities in 2023.  Our members have been very generous with their funds.
FFGC has seen great loss this year.  We have seen our huge oak trees washed out into the Gulf, along with Blue Star Markers, and garden club clubhouses.  Our members have been killed while sheltering within their homes.  Now we have come together as a family would.  We have added five new garden clubs and continue to rebuild. 
Florida Continues to honor the men and women of the armed services.  The garden clubs have one rededicated Blue Star, 7 new Blue Star, and 4 Gold Star markers to our Florida’s landscape.
We have held 16 NGC courses in G, L, E, Fl Shows, and two symposiums.
We look forward to 2024 as the Florida Federation of Garden Clubs celebrates its 100th anniversary/birthday.  Please, join us.
It has been an honor,
Marjorie H. Hendon
President Florida Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc.
Summary: FFGC has added 3,201 new members, completed a new leaders lodge at Wekiva, given over $165,000 to our communities and members, made it through hurricanes, added 5 new garden clubs, added 12 new Gold and Blue Star markers, hosted 16 NGC schools and two symposiums, and look forward to Tina Tuttle FFGC’s new President and FFGC’s 100th birthday celebration.
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Annual Report
FFGC First Vice President
Tina V. Tuttle
19 April 2023, Kissimmee, FL

When you hear or read this report, you are going to wish you could be the First Vice President of this amazing organization! Oh, the places you will go, the things you will see, the people you will meet! You will be greatly enriched for the experience! Probably the best part of being your First Vice President has been meeting so many awesome members throughout the state and planning for the new Board of Directors for the next administration and getting to know the 12 new District Directors. The second-best thing has been the planning for a new administration—so many exciting things are coming in the next 2 years!

--Generally, the primary chairmanship of the First Vice President is that of Chairman of the Finance Committee.  Working alongside the 8 committee members, we have conducted 4 meetings annually, some in person and some by Zoom. Foremost in our minds was the good stewardship of our organizations’ money, in our bank accounts, in our investment portfolio and in the assets we hold. We have gone line by line and dollar by dollar to ensure we keep your trust in managing our resources. We have scoured the budgets of programs, conventions, and courses to confirm that our members are getting the best educational value for their registration fees. We are forever indebted to our Treasurer for keeping us within the bounds of generally accepted accounting practices and on solid fiduciary ground!

--As a member of the Bylaws Committee our focus was always on the myriad rules and regulations, policies and procedures necessary to run such a large organization! While not every eventuality is covered, the guidelines are there for us to move forward and conduct our business astutely.  This past administration saw a complete review of the entire Bylaws document and the committee is to be commended for their efforts to bring all Articles, Sections and Rules in line with current circumstances. Who would have thought that my favorite book would become Roberts Rules of Order?

--The Headquarters and Endowment Committee truly got a workout this past year and our building and grounds are in better shape for it. Taking care of the routine, unexpected and emergency situations such as plumbing, air conditioning, painting, flooring, furnishings, grounds maintenance, code conformance, etc., were dealt with in a timely manner. The work of H&E is never done as daily, the chairman can tell you, “It’s always something!” 

--The Legal Issues Committee has had our patience tested for almost 2 years as we continue waiting and waiting for legal decisions from the City of Winter Park regarding the future of our headquarters. Obviously, the committee hopes to bring this issue to an end, but for now, no news is good news!

--Nothing handled by the First Vice President can be considered as minor. Everything done and every decision made affects our members in some way. Sometimes it is these “lesser” issues that take the most time and attention: The planning for our Centennial Celebration and the conventions for 2024 and 2025 in Jacksonville continues.  And what fun it has been to plan the installation and reception for tomorrow night! The construction of the new Office/Clinic building at Wekiva is nearly completed! The original building burned to the ground on 26 April 2019 and it has been a slow process to have this building finally rise from the ashes like a phoenix! We have scheduled the building dedication for Thursday, 15 June 2023 and we hope you will be able to join us! Save the date! Working with the Strategic Planning Committee and with the FFGC Matching Grants Program allows one to ‘think outside the box’ about the future of FFGC! As we turn the corner to a new century, our organization must look for new ways to grow into that future and meet the needs of a new generation of garden club members. And working with FFSJ on their new What’s your Type book and with Tri-Council on their projects and programs has been a motivating factor that always keeps the mission of FFGC in sharp focus. It is so much more worthwhile to DO garden club rather than to simply BE garden club.

It may sound trite, but is meant sincerely, to say it has been an honor and a privilege serving as your First Vice President! I highly recommend the experience and hope it has fully prepared me to become your next President!



Tina Tuttle

Summary: The duties of First Vice President and all associated activities are being handled day by day, interacting with all who serve this organization with zeal and commitment. As Chairman of Finance and a member to three other Standing Committees, the issues dealt with are always for the welfare of our members. 
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 FFGC 2nd Vice President 
Christy Linke 
April 18, 2023 
What an honor it has been the past two years as FFGC 2nd Vice President. Learning so much 
along the way. This 2nd VP still cannot believe how fast the time has gone. 
Serving on the Finance committee has been a very educational and eye opener experience. Following 
Tina and learning from her so that I can fulfill my duties as head of finance in the upcoming two years as FFGC 1st Vice President. 
Serving on the Strategic Planning Committee under Gina Jogan and planning the future of FFGC has been 
very rewarding. This committee has the best interest of all of the FFGC Members and what the next 100 years will bring. With FFGC turning 100 years young this upcoming year we have so much to celebrate. What FFGC looked like 100 years ago and where we are today is amazing to say the least. This 2nd Vice President is excited to be a part of the celebration. 
This 2nd Vice President also serves on the Wekiva Strategic Planning Committee. With Mary and Devon leading the ZOOM meetings and planning the future of Wekiva Youth Camp and of course the new building dedication that we will all be a part of is very exciting. Then we also have the 50th birthday celebration of Camp Wekiva that we are all a part of planning. So much to celebrate!!!!! 
As my term of FFGC 2nd Vice President is coming to an end a new adventure awaits as FFGC 1st 
Vice President. It has been an honor and privilege to serve as the FFGC 2nd Vice President. I never use the word I when writing a report but, I am excited to be the FFGC 1st Vice President and serving in any way I can help this organization grow and thrive. 
Summary: 
This 2nd V.P. has served on the Finance Committee, Strategic Planning Committee, and Wekiva Strategic Planning committee, fulfilling all duties as needed. This 2nd V.P. is looking forward to serving FFGC as their 1st Vice President for the next two years.
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						FFGC 3rd Vice President 
						Mary Ann Whisler/3rd VP
						April 2023

As my term of 3rd VP ends, I look back to remember all the wonderful members I’ve met and so much that I have learned.  This is a wonderful organization with so many people putting in long hours to make FFGC grow and be successful.  I look forward to becoming 2nd VP and learning all the duties, and chairing the Wekiva Camp 

Ways and Means has been busy selling pins and getting ready to sell our 100th Celebration items.   Many members participated in the “order ahead” option for convention and their orders will be waiting for them.  The framed FFGC ornaments will be available at convention as well as a new ornament.

Wekiva Volunteer Training was a great success with 30 volunteers attending. We introduced our incoming Junior Gardener Chairman. Both our former and incoming Junior Gardener Chairman discussed the program and awards for the program.  We scheduled great speakers as well as “education walks” around the camp.  Wekiva Open House on Sunday, February 12th had many new parents and campers attend as well as our new Registrar, Barbara Fowler and her husband.   

Camp Wekiva is again in Chairman transition.  As Chairman Elect this VP has been working closely with the outgoing Chairman to make a smooth turnover.  A great deal has changed this year with hiring a new chef and working with a new registrar.  We are excited that the Office/Clinic will be completed in time for camp, and the dedication is scheduled for June 15, 2023.          
 				
It continues to be a great honor to serve FFGC.  As a member of the H&E Committee, Strategic Planning, Wekiva Board, and Secretary of the Finance Committee, this VP continues to learn and understand the complexities of the organization.
Mary Ann Whisler/3rd VP (mary.whisler66@gmail.com)  
Summary: 
Wekiva Volunteer Training
Camp Wekiva
Ways and Means 
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FFGC Recording Secretary
Sue Roberts
April 18, 2023

The Recording Secretary has kept the minutes of all board meetings for this term. These minutes and associated reports are published on the website once approved and will be put on the FFGC Google drive for archive purposes at the end of the term.
In order to keep track of the many chairman reports I have created a word document in the form of a book; one for the chairman reports and one for the officer and district director reports. These documents are also filed with the minutes and will be saved along with the minutes for each meeting.
As Recording Secretary, I have been available to the President through out her term for special requests, such as email blasts to the board, the club presidents, and the members.
As the bylaws state I have possession of the corporate seal but have not had an occasion to use it during this term.

Summary: As the bylaws state the Recording Secretary must keep minutes and reports of all FFGC board meetings and convention meetings.  It is also the Recording Secretary’s job to keep all important papers of FFGC and file them along with the minutes in a electronic database. This will be held on the FFGC Google Drive for the required number of years.    
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FFGC Corresponding Secretary
Convention Report
Linda Feifarek-Johnson
April 19, 2023



I manage the event calendar so any events your club or district is doing, please send your events information to me. There is a form to be filled out that can be found on the FFGC website. On the home page, scroll down until you find “For all FFGC forms – click here” (it’s right above Photos. The seventh item down is “Calendar Entry Form (Add an event to the FFGC Calendar on this Website)”. It can be filled out online and emailed directly to me. There is one peculiarity, after you fill out the lines you must put your curser to go to the next line, it doesn’t automatically go to the next line. I can also can add flyers and registration forms for the event. 

Working with the District Directors on the fall tour schedule is also one of my jobs. So please send me any forms for the tour. 

As of September, 2022 I have sent out 19 cards: get well, thinking of you and thank you cards. If you know of anyone who needs a card, please let me know.
email: feif@bellsouth.net
regular mail: PO Box 982, Steinhatchee, FL 32359
call 352-356-2751 (cell) or 352-498-5806 (home). 
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Joyce Waters-Smith
D 1 board report
April 19, 2023
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[bookmark: _Toc30409457]									FFGC District III Report
									District Director
									Marilyn Larson
									April 18, 2023



Spring has finally sprung, along with winter annual weeds and summer weeds soon to follow!  All part of gardening!  Clubs in district III are active, hosting monthly meetings, educational programs, field trips, community-centered activities and workshops.  In short, they have busy schedules.

The array of educational, inspiring and fun program offerings across clubs is well documented in each club calendar and directory.    

 Live Oak Garden Club held a February flower waxing workshop.  Camellias are generally the flower chosen for waxing but since Camellia specimens were difficult to find due to the winter temperatures, members waxed Carnations, Azaleas and Roses.  The event was so successful, the Club plans to schedule a repeat workshop for their next calendar year.  Waxed flowers can last many weeks if refrigerated.   Their March meeting was a program by Suwanee County Extension agent on “Flowering Perennials” and their April calendar is equally a busy one with a workshop on constructing compost containers for kitchen scraps, and their April Spring Bazaar and program on Trees in Suwannee County in recognition of Arbor Day.

Madison Garden Club has been busy with community activities.  The club donated money to the Four Freedoms Park toward purchase and installation of a new sprinkler /irrigation system.  The Club maintains landscape beds in the Park and the irrigation system will help keep the flowers watered and healthy.  The Club’s April program is a “down home days” plant sale to raise money toward sponsorship of students to Camp Wekiva and SEEK.

Monticello Garden Club which is comprised of two circles, Founders Circle, Claudette McRae President and Magnolia Circle, Jan Munn, President.  Club members are busy getting ready to host the Spring District III meeting on May 16 at the Monticello Opera House.  They are especially excited about the program planned for the Spring District Meeting of “Wild about Wildflowers”.  They also report their county Extension agent joined both circles in a show of support toward the club.  This is also the time of year when roses are in bloom and one of their club members hosts a “first bloom” event of her rose bushes, shrubs, and vines 

Perry Garden Club’s March meeting program was Wynn’s Daylily Gardens, a well-known daylily farm and supplier of daylilies in north Florida.  Each year, because the program is so well received, they schedule a “make and take” stepping stone workshop.  The stepping stone workshop is held this month (April).  The stepping stones are made of quick set concrete poured into a form with glass pieces or shell design embedded in the stepping stone.  

Steinhatchee Garden Club also has an April “Make and Take” stepping stone program as their monthly meeting.  Their March program was a topic on hummingbirds given by the Suwanee County Extension agent.

Tallahassee Garden Club, comprised of 21 circles, had their spring membership meeting March 8 with a program on the history of the Club’s participation on the Parks and Recreation Board.  The Club has had a long history of involvement with the City’s park system.  The Club selected Robin Walls, Buddleia Circle, to attend her first FFGC convention with registration compliments of District III, an effort put forth by this District Director to expand participation and involvement in FFGC.  Creative Programs offered by Circles include:   making wildflower seed balls, painting/decorating a Shamrock door hanging,  and a program on Spring Ephemerals, to name a few of the varied and educational programs offered at several of the circle meetings during the spring months of March and April.  An April 29 Spring Extravaganza is a highlight of their calendar year – an event held on the house grounds featuring plant sales, yard art, food and various community partners. 

Wakulla County Garden Club hosted a spring program of “Planting for Pollinators” and a spring and summer vegetable gardening program, followed by a plant sale to encourage active participation by community members.  The Club began their new program year with newly recruited group of board members who set educational and informative monthly programs.    They plan to feature a native plant of the month and identify what’s blooming and why it’s significant, and developing graphics to help new members grasp available opportunities and how they can participate.

.
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										District IV Director 
										Connie A. Gladding 
										April 5, 2023

This spring, District IV clubs lined up a wide array of educational opportunities.  The district sponsored an in-person NGC Landscape Design School Course 3 with an amazing group of landscape designers and architects.  The Garden Club of Jacksonville offered the six units of Floral Design Study; participants soaked up the expertise shared by the designers.  Lastly, Gardening as Therapy, a horticultural program was held by the Garden Club of Orange Park.  Participants heard from a University of Florida Horticulture Agent; landscape architects; the African Violet Society; and a registered Horticulture Therapist.  

District IV and District IV Flower Show Judges held three flower shows this spring:  Bartram Garden Club “Down the Rabbit Hole”; St. Augustine “From Sea to Shining Sea”; and Ribault Garden Club “Holiday Celebrations”. 

Garden Clubs were showcased at the Clay County Fair.  Orange Park, Fleming Island, Green Cove Springs, and Alligator Creek had exhibit tables loaded with plants and information highlighting club events and encouraging membership.  Each Club won competitive Fair Superintendent ribbons.   Middleburg promoted an upcoming “meet and greet” and Green Cove Springs a plant sale.  All tables had their meeting dates and locations prominently displayed.  The Fair’s theme “The Fair is for Everyone”, was repeated on the exhibits with “So is Gardening”.    

A District IV Plant America Grant recipient, The Garden Club of Switzerland, received a flat of native milkweed from MonarchWatch and has completed an important first step in making their Plant America Grant proposal a reality.   A kiosk was placed at the Alpine Groves Park native plant butterfly garden.  On display is a poster from the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission.  It features butterfly photos along with information about the host plants they need to ensure the survival of the species.  The next step is to tag the host plants with QR codes to allow visitors to look up the plants/butterflies on an accredited database.  In this way, the garden educates its visitors. 
Another of the District IV Plant America Grant recipients, The Garden Club of Green Cove Springs completed the creation of an urban rain garden, filled with stone, barrels, native plants, papyrus, iris, and lilies.  The club worked with the middle and high school boys at their alternative school. The club has plant sales and educational programs on the community calendar.   For the first time, the club is sponsoring an educational program with the local girl scouts on wildflowers and butterflies.  Each girl scout earned the NGC/FFGC patch.   

Bartram Garden Club also conducted a program with the Girl Scouts: “Wild About Wildflowers”.  Junior Girl Scouts learned about gardening for pollinators, took home a coreopsis plant, and received the NGC/FFGC wildflower patch.  

The Garden Club of Fleming Island held their much anticipated by the community annual Butterfly Release and the “Art and the Garden” events.  The Butterfly release is in partnership with the local library and high school and the “Art and the Garden” event partners with the Art Guild of Orange Park.  The club is flourishing with new members, and all had the opportunity and were encouraged to engage in both of these events. 
St. Augustine held a spring plant sale with an educational program, “All About Fertilizer” and a rummage sale.  Hibiscus Circle of Garden Club of St. Augustine hosted a bonsai styling workshop open to the public to share of joy of bonsai to our community. Guests and members learned to transplant a tree into a training pot and style a new design using Chinese elm stock.
The Garden Club of Jacksonville continued with celebrating the club’s 100 years.  Horticulturists and designers presented children and adult educational programs. Work continues upgrading the historic property with a resilient landscape.  Fundraisers included a flea market and a green market, Blooms Galore and More, with raffles, thousands of plants, and garden related items.  The Club continues to work with the 2024 Convention leadership to prepare for the flower show. 

Thank you to the Garden Club of Middleburg for hosting the 2023 Spring District Meeting.  District Director Smaro Runyon shared her vision for the next two years.  Guest speaker was Dr. Dave Clark from University of Florida speaking on basil hybridization. 

At the end of this program year, new volunteers in positions of responsibility were installed.   To help with transition, orientation for District IV and Club officers and chairs is planned for June 21st.    As Jan Sillik, former FFGC President taught this District Director, District IV Soars!  It takes flight on our members’ wings!
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District V Director
Donna Thomas
April 2023 – Convention

It should be very obvious what District V has been doing for several months – working on hosting this convention.  Marge Hendon, our illustrious FFGC president hails from District V and we are so proud of her.  It is our privilege to host this convention. We hope you avail yourself of all the learning and playing opportunities.   

Some of our clubs do their annual year fundraisers in months other than March and April. The Citrus Garden Club hosted their annual Mahjongg tournament in January and Lake City Garden Club hosted their scrabble tournament in February.  We are all delighted that Gainesville continues to host “Short Course” in June.  If you haven’t signed up yet, times a wasting.  

Several of the clubs have already hosted their fundraisers in March.  Four Seasons Garden Club hosted their plant sale March 20th. And they are planning a secret garden walk July 8th. Pioneer Garden Club was not only planting day lilies in March, but they are also selling lilies and hydrangeas for an Easter fundraiser. The Garden Club of Crystal River hosted their first annual Craft Fair Plus show March 25th. You might want to crib from Homosassa River Garden Club who hosted a “Growing a Scholarship” Comedy Show on March 25th and Gainesville Garden Club hosted “Music in the Garden” April 2nd.

It's true that you have missed some other plant sales such as Floral City Garden Club on April 1, as well as McIntosh Seedling’s sale on the same day.  But there’s still time to get great plants on April 22nd at Brooksville and Newberry Garden Clubs. 

It seems like yesterday that I was here being installed as District Director - how quickly time slips away. As my term of office comes to an end, I’m both sad and happy at the same time. I’ve had a grand time meeting lots of new friends, learning new skills and becoming accomplished at juggling, switching gears and changing plans not just from A to B but sometimes to D.  District V is absolutely the best district. I so appreciate all the help and support you all have extended to me over my term in office. I haven’t called one single person and ask for their help and been turned down.  That’s says a lot about the dedication of all our members.  It has been my honor to be District V Director. In 24 hours, we will have a new director – Carol Stevens.    I know you all join me in wishing her the very best.  With your help she’s going to be an outstanding director.  Carol’s home club is hosting the May District meeting – Lake City on May 10th.  I am looking forward to presenting her with her District Director’s pen which in District V, makes you official.
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 District VI Report 
Suzi Bailey 
District Vi Director 
April, 2023 
The garden clubs in District VI are still working hard and having fun doing it. Scholarships totaled $26,565! Wow! How exciting to see how these clubs are Planting for the Planet with their investments in our future gardeners. 

The Garden Club of Palm Coast is continuing to grow with 195 members.. Arrangers Guild, Propagation Guild, Junior Garden Clubs, fundraising events have been a part of this growth.A Spring Festival, Open to the public was held. Their propagation guild formed a Creativity Team, and showcased beautiful plants at the Palm Coast High School. Arrangers guild is planning a November Flower Show, and open to the public.. In addition, they will also host the May 9th Spring District VI Meeting. 

Ormond Beach Club hosted a flower show extravaganza. Monthly Fun with Flower events are teaching them new techniques from a newly retired florist shop owner. This club stated that they are enjoying life and living the dream. 

South Peninsula Garden Club has had wonderful programs which have been presented by their own talented members. Each month they were led on a “world tour of gardens”. 

Titusville Garden Club is excited about celebrating 75 years! 

Garden Club by the Sea has been providing scholarships. $2,000 to a college student studying sustainability and $2,000 to the D.O.C.K. Which is an After school program for underprivileged children. A gardening program will teach them about growing nutritious foods. A member led cooking class will have the two classes overlap. A Pollinator Fair was held for all of the community. 
Indian Harbour Beach Garden Club had a busy year.They added 72 new members. They have sponsored several students to Camp Wekiva and feel fortunate to sponsor 6 more camper ships for other garden clubs. They have had many fun programs and community events. 
Their club was invited to participate and speak at their first tree city event. Partnership with the city officials to create more environmental efforts is one of their goals. 

Thank you all for allowing me to serve as District VI Director.
[bookmark: _Toc30409460]			
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 2023 Convention Report 
District VII 
Charlotte White 
District VII has had a remarkably busy spring. 
Winter Garden’s Bloom n Grow Society will be hosting the May District VII meeting with the installation of our new District Director Gwen Carter. 
A highlight for some of us was attending: Camellia’s completed Blue Star By-Way Marker installation with a dedication ceremony in Feb. They planted a native plant garden around the marker at the Eustis Memorial Library. During this hot spring it has been a constant effort to keep our new plants watered and healthy. Camellia will complete their year with a May luncheon and installation along with a silent plant auction to benefit next year’s Wekiva youth Camp scholarship fund. 
Our very own Joanne Mulinare’s presentation was moved from the 6th to the 7th. Website, YouTube, and Roku on the air date of Apr 7, 2023 at 9 AM. Sample Post Content: I am a guest on the talk show Emily Tells All. I was interviewed about Bloom Where You are Planted. You can watch it at https://emilybonilla.com/emily-tells-all/. You can find the YouTube video of the interview at https://youtu.be/VZni7b6X7p0 
Lakes and Hills Garden Cub members have enjoyed learning about spices and their many uses. We even made our own spice blends and tea bags. We also enjoyed a wonderful presentation on orchids by local Mount Dora national orchid judges, Glenn and Donna Brown. We will complete our year with tree planting and dedication for National Arbor Day on April 28 and a final club luncheon with installation of our new officers. 
Many/all of District VII’s clubs financially supported Wekiva State Park Camps and Seek this year. 
This past Friday The Orlando The Garden Club held an NGC PETITE FLOWER SHOW Flower under the direction of Silvia Zuniga. Beautiful selection of miniature entries. 
The Spring Board of District VII meeting was held on Thursday, February 23rd by Zoom. There was much to share from the January State/DDVII Board meeting as well with all the activities of reported by club presidents. 
Please check FFGC’ s website to see all the upcoming opportunities in our district such as: Clermont Garden Club's Spring Garden Festival on Saturday, May 6, 2023 from A.M. - P.M. at Clermont Garden Club and along the shores of Center Lake Park. 
Dates are in discussion for workdays at headquarters.
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D VIII board Report
Kitty Wallace
April 19, 2023

Dade City – Still Growing, a Small Standard Flower Show, was held in March.  It was two years in the planning and two days of flower show fun.  The judges were treated to a beautiful lunch in the gardens. The next day the Flower Show was open to the public along with a fun Garden Market Bazaar on the garden club grounds.
Thanks to all who participated, supported and attended.  The Dade City Flower Show Committee offered this invitation: We look forward to seeing you in 2 years with our next flower show. Yes! It takes 2 years to plan, but it is so worth it!
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Clearwater Garden Club “Danced into Spring” with their lovely flower show. There was a break of a few years but they are back!!  New members entered horticulture and design items for the first time and now they are “hooked”.  They vow to be back again next year.  Continuing their tradition of hosting a plant sale for Mother’s Day at the Clearwater Garden Club on May 6th.  There is always a wide selection of interesting plants. See you there!
[image: May be an image of flower]

Sunset Park Garden Club hosts Flavors & Flora from around the World - Charity Auction & Wine Tasting on April 20th at the Tampa Garden Club, 2629 Bayshore Blvd. 6:00 to 9:00.


Dunedin Garden Club maintains the butterfly garden at Dunedin Public Library. They participated in Plant Day on April 1st at the library, donating scores of plants.[image: A picture containing grass, outdoor, ground, plant
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[image: May be an image of flower, nature and tree]Sarasota Garden Club held Panache with Pooches Fashion Show in February.  It was a howling success.  In March, the 9th Annual Gardens in Paradise Tour featured eight fabulous home gardens and a tour of the gardens at the club. Just in time for the yellow tabebuia tree to show all of its glory.
  

 Venice Area Garden Club hosts their plant sale on April 29 at Blalock Park.  There will be orchid demonstrations and exhibits.
Lemon Bay Garden Club held their Pop-Up Plant Sale on Friday, April 14th.  
Manatee River Garden Club invited all of your imagination to come to the                                            “ObSEUSSED” A SEUSICAL CELEBRATION FLOWER SHOW in March.                                                                                     They were recently honored by Meals On Wheels PLUS of Manatee for                                                                       their volunteering excellence.  


The Plant City Garden Club hosted their Flower Show within the Horticulture Booth at The Strawberry Festival in March  Members will be having a fun with flowers on Saturday, April 29th at 10:00 a.m. at The First United Methodist Church.  
[image: May be an image of 7 people, people standing, balloon and indoor]   [image: May be an image of 1 person, flower and indoor]
Temple Terrace Garden Club celebrates “Yard of the Month”.  April is all about the bougainvillea.  [image: May be an image of 2 people, people standing, flower, tree and outdoors]
Upcoming event, Delightful Designs  & Delectables offers members an opportunity to practice their design skills while enjoying a tea party at the Temple Terrace Golf & Country Club on June 4th.  [image: May be an image of tree and nature]





Tampa Garden Club, hosted a very festive Standard Flower Show, Cocktails & Mocktails in March in collaboration with Tampa GreenFest, offering the public a premier plant sale and supremely artistic  flower show of designs, horticulture, botanical arts, and photography.  Attendance was the best yet!

Davis islands Garden Club has had such interesting programs this year on vegetable gardening, coleus, amaryllis, agapanthus, African violets and more.  And then there was the super field trip to Bok Tower Gardens!  Members very much enjoyed hosting the Children’s Activity tent at Tampa GreenFest.  
[image: May be an image of 6 people, people standing, outdoors and tree]

Garden Club of St. Petersburg hosts their annual flower show at the Green Thumb Festival in Walter Fuller Park, 7891 26th Ave. N, April 29 & 30th, 9:00 to 4:00.  This is the biggest plant sale in our area; it is HUGE.  When you go to Green Thumb, please go inside to enjoy their NGC Standard Flower Show, “PARTY TIME”.  It is full of exciting floral designs and thrilling horticulture.
Lakewood Ranch Garden Club had a wonderful program at Plantion La Orquidea in Sarasota.  Rafael, the owner, showed members different types of orchids, how to plant the orchid in a container, in a tree, or on wood, and detailed how much light each needed.  After his presentation, each member picked an orchid and decided where they would place it in their yard.  In another exciting program, members learned about becoming a Monarch City. 
[image: ]
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District IX Director
Dale W. DeFeo
April 18, 2023
DISTRICT IX
District IX clubs have been exceptionally busy this spring.  Club events that were cancelled or postponed due to COVID19 and Hurricane Ian have all been scheduled for this spring.

Naples Garden Club, Punta Gorda Garden Club, Fort Myers Lee County Garden Council, Gulf Coast Garden Club and District IX Council of Flower Show Judges held impressive flower shows.  

There also have been numerous plant sales and garden/home tours.  Lakeland, Arcadia, Calusa, Cape Coral, and Royal Palm Garden Clubs held large plant sales that provided funds for their ongoing projects and scholarships.  Gardenia Garden Club held their spring Junior Gardener event with members sharing a day with young mothers and children. Avon Park Founders Garden Club held their annual plant sale, planted a garden at their depot and refurbished their Blue Star marker.

Bouquet Garden Club held their first fundraiser Spring Tea in March.  Members decorated the tables with their own china, floral designs, and accessories and there were 125 people in attendance.

Most clubs are holding spring celebratory luncheons and other social events, often including the installation of new officers for the coming term.

Scholarships in District IX totaled more than $22,500.  This is amazing, considering what club members had to deal with after Ian.  Support went to Wekiva, SEEK, college students and other educational venues.  

Environmental and Landscape Design Schools were held this spring.  The Environmental School was via Zoom and was well attended.

Although we gained members overall, we are saddened that Jasmine Garden Club with 11 members disbanded.  Their youngest member and president is in her 80’s and they just couldn’t attract younger members to keep the club operating.  At least two of the members will join nearby clubs.

It was also a shock to recently learn that Pat Beaton, President of  Camellia Garden Club, has been very ill with lengthy hospitalizations since November and will be relocating to be near her niece.

In closing, this Director wishes to express heartfelt thanks to the District IX officers, board and club presidents who have been so supportive during the past two very challenging but rewarding years.  District IX is indeed comprised of very strong and dedicated members.  It has been a privilege to serve as Director.  

Now, I would like to present the new incoming District IX Director, Claudia Chopp.


DISTRICT 10
                                                                                                                            Final District Director Report
                                                                                                                            Michelle Maguire, District X
                                                                                                                            April 19. 2023

This has been a most interesting two years with COVID and trying to navigate our district ByLaws. As District Director you are challenged every day by your clubs. Thank you to all who invited me to speak not just as a District Director but also as a Tri- Consultant of the NGC schools.  I have met many people along the way and not just in my District, many have become close friends.
District X clubs are very busy people, as Marge has told me several times. Pipers Landing GC 1000 Orchid Project will continue every year by collecting Orchids from members as they leave for the summer. They just planted 60 Orchids in the trees in our community. Stuart Garden Club which holds a Garden Tour one year and a  Flower Show the next year. Garden Club of Indian River County which has held Gardenfest for umpteen years and is absolutely amazing. Large Plant Sales by Boca Garden Club, Boynton Beach Garden Club, Rio Linda Garden Club, Clewiston Garden Club and the Garden Club of Fort pierce. Ocean Ridge Garden Club with all their many fundraisers to be able to send 10 campers to Wekiva every year. College scholarships from Ocean Ridge, Indian River County, Fort Pierce, Jupiter-Tequesta and Stuart. District X this past year raised close to $40,000 in monies donated to education of their communities, Wekiva , Seek and to their members to go to NGC schools. WOW 
The District X Spring meeting on April 27, 2023 will be hosted by the Boynton Beach GC. Precious Metal Certificates will be given to Rio Lindo GC for 60 years and Wellington GC for 70 years.
Thank you to Marge for spending time with me in my home , you are definitely one of the most kindness people in this world. I will continue with my Theme of Beautify Your Surroundings in District X with an annual award as promised when I became the District Director.
Tropical Short Course will again be sponsored by District X to be held on January 25 and 26, 2024. This will be a tri-refresher and it will be held at the Wellington Community Center in Wellington Florida.
I now pass the torch to Maria Wolfe of the Wellington Garden Club and Mary Ann Cody her assistant from Ocean Ridge Garden Club.
Thank you all for allowing me to be your District X Director, it was a pleasure.
Michelle Maguire, DXD 2021-2023

[bookmark: _Toc30409464]
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								Report for FFGC Board Meeting
District XI
Sharon Bogard
April 12, 2022 

It is bittersweet that I will give you my final District XI report today. It was a joyous journey getting to know the wonderful members of the Broward County clubs I served. The gardener members are single-minded in their commitment to learn, teach and share their knowledge with their communities. From the largest club, Fort Lauderdale Garden Club, to the smallest, Hollywood Garden Club, the enthusiasm for conservation and education is apparent. The Clubs continually promote good gardening practices and innovation.

Coral Springs Garden Club continues its rapid-fire projects throughout spring. Jeri Decker, President, has shared some their projects for this report. The club donates and maintains plants at Broward Health nurses’ stations; continues to plant native orchids as part of the Million Orchid project; offers field trips, and the most energetic project upcoming is supporting the City’s annual GardenFest. The garden club is a vendor and assists the city with traffic control, refreshments and assisting other vendors. There is no doubt that its exposure and outreach has had such a positive impact on the community and the club, signing 33 new members in March.  CSGC strong!

Fort Lauderdale Garden Club, despite its tenuous situation at its Garden Center through the loss of its user agreement with the state’s Department of Environmental Protection, has not missed a beat with its programs and events. Susie MacPherson, President, has captained this ship through rough waters with grace and dedication and her members wish to acknowledge their appreciation. Maintaining business as usual, a small Standard Flower Show, “Birding Bliss,” was a lovely event that was staged, judged, and dismantled in only one day. The annual Secret Garden Tour of seven gardens was again a sell-out with visitors from all over the country as well as international attendees. The club will support the “Adopt-a-Dune program over a three-year period. Removing invasive species and replanting with natives to save our beaches is part of our continued commitment to the garden club’s mission.

The Hollywood Garden Club’s President, Susan Berry, reminds us that the “The best path to take is in the garden.”  She is a Master Gardener and a Master Naturalist who loves sharing her knowledge with members. A small, close-knit group that meet in each other’s homes, raffle plants from each other’s gardens and take field trips to local nurseries for informative lectures (that always results in the purchase of new plants). Members are encouraged to bring friends and share lunch following the field trip. Susan reports that she has created more friendships with members in these past years than she has had in all the 47 years she has been a member of Garden clubs. This is proof that small clubs have a significant impact.

Lauderdale-by-the-Sea Garden Club’s recent “FUN raiser” was a boilerplate for a successful event (what a garden club is and does).   Traditional targets to raise money and recruit new members is always a given though, the educational exhibits were the highlight: so clever and informative. Illustrating how to care of sick plants; what Apps are good for plant and tree identification, and why and where to buy native plant species. This small community of seven hundred balloons to thousands during “season” and so many of these part-time residents are uninformed about South Florida’s natives and invasives that this exhibit had far-reaching effects.  Yolanda Bernardi, President, remarked that “A result of the morning’s FUN raiser yielded five new members, and another fifteen who said they might be interested! This new blood is exactly what our club needs.”

The Garden Club of Lighthouse Point is preparing for the annual Spring District XI meeting. They have chosen the theme, “The Mad Hatters Tea Party in the Garden of Wonderland.” The theme alone will guarantee a fun event! This will be Bonny Cole’s first District meeting as the new Director for XI.  She is enthusiastic and prepared to assist the Broward clubs. She has put together a team of seasoned members. We all wish them well in their new roles. They will rock!

Reviews are in and Pompano Beach Garden Club annual fund-raising luncheon held in February was a five-star event. Attendance and enthusiasm were abundant. The Garden Club participated in the City’s” Plants and People Day” held at the historic Sample McDougald House. The members sold their floral arrangements and baked goods. The club informed the public of its part in the community and welcomed interested parties to explore what the garden club has to offer. 

Respectfully submitted,


[bookmark: _Toc132547014]DISTRICT 12

Convention 2023
District XII Report
Good Morning Madam President and FFGC Convention Attendees
Newly elected as District Director of Tropical Twelve, we saw our world live through something I
never thought our world would live through. Yet as we all halted and sheltered in place, our
homes and gardens beckoned and all activity of gathering to learn and celebrate our gardens
ceased. This District Director thought “Oh no! This ship is going to sink under my watch!”
Instead, the Clubs of District XII jumped into action and together as a District we strategized and
shared ideas of how to keep our Garden Clubs going.
It quickly became apparent that there was no keeping District XII members from their Garden
Club Activities! Through the fear and unknown of the Pandemic, the Clubs innovated and
activated and suddenly “Zoomed” into all things technology. Suddenly we were in need of Audio
Visual Chairmen!
The members of District XII now Zelle, Venmo, Cashapp, Evite, Eventbrite, Square and even
use Google Docs, Forms and Slides to get the business of Clubs done and this District Director
is most happy about it! (Not gonna lie, some went kicking and screaming…. But some of those
same ones now prefer the ease of using all this technology!)
The District welcomed back Miami Lakes Garden Club, added many new members, three new
Flower Show Judges, and saw Clubs host Flower Shows and Home Tours for the first time.
Tropical Twelve also sent campers to Wakevia for the first time in a very long time. One Club
even created a Photography competition that has been very successful and grown
exponentially.
Many worthy events and programs have been executed!! So many trees have been planted and
many environmentally focused activities have been enacted by all of the Clubs to try to give our
pollinators a chance or to help mother nature help our beautiful south Florida.
In closing, the ship didn't sink! Indeed it came to shore and delivered many many riches. By far,
the most valuable to me are the friendships newly established or deeper fortified not only within
our Clubs, but within our entire Tropical Twelve District. It has been a true honor to represent
our beautiful South Florida and to further the mission of FFGC alongside my fellow District
Directors, the Wonder Women of President Marge Hendon.
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