FFGC History-OUR 5TH DECADE-1965-1974
“Education Began in a Garden” was the theme chosen by Mrs. Charles H. Blanchard for her administration, at the outset of which she emphasized the Federation would benefit immeasurably if each of its more than 30,000 members learned something about gardening every day during the two-year period.

Shortly after being elect4ed and installed at the 1965 Convention in Tampa, Mrs. Blanchard, with all the grace and charm of the southern gentlewoman she was, headed the Florida delegation attending National Convention in Portland, Oregon, May 23-29. Sandwiched in between were the President’s Conferences in Florida’s 12 districts, at each of which she was featured speaker.

The news of the death of Mrs. Porter Baldwin early in June and that of Mrs. John R. Parkinson in a tragic aircraft crash later in the month brought sadness to thousands of members who had known and been inspired by them. The Federation’s library, a big step toward the State Headquarters, was established during Mrs. Baldwin’s administration and the conservation workshops for teachers were organized while Mrs. Parkinson was State President. Both had contributed much to the success of the Federation. The fact that the 1965 foreign tours were conducted as scheduled despite the loss of the chairman, Mrs. Parkinson, was in itself a tribute to her good management and careful attention to detail.

In addition to the traditional 6-country, 21-day tour of Europe there were tours to the Middle East, a 28-day “American Rail Cruise” around the United States and Mexico and a 21-day trip to Hawaii, Japan and Hong Kong. Net profit from the tours, in the amount of $2,433 augmented the Headquarters Endowment Fund.

Lectures, demonstrations and workshops of the 21st Short Course at University of Florida June 23-25 offered many “Tips and Tricks for Gardeners” as its theme implied. Mrs. Hugh Simmons served as general chairman and was assisted by Mrs. J. T. Hudson, Jr., Mrs. Flake A. Parker and Mrs. L. T. Nieland as planning committee members. 198 garden club members attended.

The President participated in the formal dedication of the Josephine Bay Paul memorial planting at the St. Mary’s River entrance to Florida, June 20, 1965, when a bronze plaque in memory of Mrs. Paul was unveiled as the program, arranged by Roadside Development Chairman Mrs. Malcolm Fortson, was concluded.

The entire area and nearby median strip had been designated, by act of the 1963 Florida Legislature, as a park. Planting was by State Road Department workers, in accordance with landscape architect-drawn plans. The attractive layout with a 10x12 foot pool, a five-jet lighted fountain, and the large Florida sign backed by an ornamental brick screen make a beautiful and imposing sign for visitors crossing the state line from Georgia.
Nine teachers took advantage of the $65.00 scholarships offered by the Federation and attended the Teachers’ Conservation Workshop held June 22-July 9, 1965, at Florida State University, Tallahassee. Each student completing the course received three semester hours credit toward either an undergraduate or a graduate degree.

Of the many junior gardeners attending Camp Immokelee in the summer of 1965, 51 received Junior Nature Camp scholarships—47 from the Federation and four from the Sears Foundation. For the 10-week period from June 11-August 21 Mrs. W. S. Miller, Junior Nature Camp chairman, served as crafts instructor with her classes completing more than 770 articles excluding those for special events.

The Federation was successful in having the 1965 Florida Legislature revise the State Conservation law and add FFGC to the list of responsible groups permitted to carry n activities in public schools. Working with State Road Department officials, Mrs. Melville Hall, chairman of Legislation, also was instrumental in getting the junkyard bill enacted into law.

Mrs. Blanchard attended National Council’s Conference on Conservation, held in cooperation wit the American Forestry Association, and brought back pertinent information t FFGC members at the 12 district meetings.

On November 12, 1965, a Southeastern Regional Beautification Workshop co-sponsored by Keep America Beautiful, Inc., the Florida Federation of Garden Clubs, the Landscape Critics and the State Chamber of Commerce was held in St. Petersburg. FFGC past President Mrs. Jack W. Dunlap, president of the Landscape Critics Council, gave a major luncheon address using as her topic “the Role of Women” and citing contributions made by women’s organizations in the last half century toward replacing ugliness with cleanliness and beauty.
The Federation responded to an appeal from the St. Augustine Restoration Commission and participated in the restoration program by planting one of the ancient gardens, that of the Rivera House. Under the leadership of Mrs. Thomas J. Williams and Miss Kathy Sample who “close-shopped” for plants and did most of the planting themselves an attractive garden, authentic as to landscaping and plant material, was completed in December, 1965. Money from charges for admission to view the house inside is used to maintain both the house and the garden. 

At the outset of 1966 the threatened destruction of Oklawaha River County by the Cross State Barge Canal and the questionable future facing the Suwannee River by striking it from the Wild Rivers Bill aroused Federation members to action.

Mrs. Blanchard, with authorization from the board of directors, contacted key officials as did individual member of the board and many others throughout the state.

“Open Door” was the theme of the 10th Tropical Short Course held January 26-28 at University of Miami with Mrs. E. R. Jordan as chairman. The President of the Minnesota Federation, the past President of South Dakota Federation and two gardeners from Republic of Honduras along with many home state garden clubbers were in attendance.

Mrs. Vernon L. Conner, Deep South Regional director and ta former President of the Florida Federation, chose “Turning Trials into Triumphs”, as theme for the regional convention held March 6-9 in Orlando which was attended by a record 197 delegates from Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi and Tennessee. National Council President Mrs. Fred Mauntel was guest of honor.
One hundred froty0two members registered for the landscape Design Study Course held March 22-24 at State Headquarters. Three days later the 22nd Blanche Covington Nature Study Course opened at O’Leno State Park with 42 garden club members and other youth leaders taking advantage of the opportunities to observe nature at close range. Billy Colson of Trenton, an amateur ornithologist, brought his wild hawks Brunhilde and Harriet, trained I falconry, to give students a better understanding of predators and their role in helping to maintain the balance of nature.

Mrs. Blanchard chose “Ring Those Bells” (School Bells, That Is) as theme of the 40th, or ruby, FFGC Convention held April 28-29 in Pensacola, which was immediately preceded by both the Florida Council of Flower Show Judges and Florida Council of Flower Show Schools Instructors meetings.

Her record of having traveled more than 20,000 miles in performance of duties attendant to the presidency prompted the President to conclude her splendid report with a paraphrased “A thing of beauty is a JOB forever”.

Reports of other officers, district directors and chairmen covered worthwhile accomplishments in all phases of garden club activities. Educational overtones were predominant in the convention program and members of “Flowers, Inc.” high school gardeners who assisted with the hospitalities convinced many delegates that their clubs, too, should have high school gardener units. “Pride of Pensacola” azaleas, rotted and potted by Mrs. A. D. Santillo, were among treasured favors given to convention-goers. Larger plants of the same variety were presented to National Council President Mrs. Mauntel and to Mrs. Blanchard for State Headquarters. A long-to-be-remembered experience was witnessing the “Pageant of Flags” presented by Naval Air Station personnel.

Soon after convention the President headed the Florida Delegation at the National Council Convention in New Orleans, La, May 8-12. Presidents’ Conferences in the Federation’s 12 districts, of which she was featured speaker, followed.
More than 200 garden clubbers attended the 22nd Annual Short course held June 15-17, 1966 at University of Florida. The theme “Cool Calm and Creative” was well interpreted in classes, demonstrations, forums and workshops.

The Conservation Teachers Workshop was expanded in 1966 to include two three-week sessions, one at Pine Jog Conservation Camp June 20-July 8 with credit for the course granted by Florida Atlantic University of Boca Raton and other June 27-July 16 on Bay Campus, University of South Florida in Tampa. With more than $2,220 contributed by 85 clubs, circles and individuals it was possible to award 36 scholarships of $65 each. 74 teacher-students took advantage of these opportunities to learn many things beamed at being helpful in teaching conservation.

Foreign tours again were spotlighted during the June-July period with $2,181.97, the Federation’s share of profits, being placed in the Headquarters Endowment fund.

Another first was chalked up by the Federation when it conducted its own Junior Nature Camp from August 7 to 20 at Camp Kiwanis, overlooking Mill Dam Lake in Ocala National Forest, with Mrs. W. S. Miller as chairman. The fist week more than 100 boys attended and girls, ages nine to 14, topped the number the second. A full program of outdoors education and wholesome fun was carried out. Billy Colson and his hawks, Brunhilde and Harriet, provide special entertainment and information. Past FFGC President, Mrs. C. R. Mayes Jr., served as camp nurse, being on call day and night and high school gardeners assisted as junior counselors. Although the $#0 registration fee per week for each child was $5 less than the previous year, the net profit on the camp was $3,235 which was placed in the Conservation Building Fund.
AT the September, 1966, meeting of the Federation’s board o director’s endorsement was given HR 14922, a substitute bill known as the Scenic Rivers Bill, in the hope the Suwannee River would be included among scenic rivers. By resolution the board called on the Florida Congressional delegation, the Senate and House committees of Interior and Insular Affairs as well as members of the Suwannee River Authority to take appropriate action to effect enactment of the bill

In late October and early November Mrs. Blanchard and Vice Presidents Mrs. Carroll O. Griffin, Mrs. Maurice Dillingham and Mrs. Andrew A. Gurke were on the tour of 12 district meetings using education as theme of messages they gave to members in attendance.

A meeting of the Florida Landscape Critics Council in Fort Lauderdale November 9 was followed shortly by the Florida Council of Flower Show Judges symposium a first for the council, held November 14-16 in Jacksonville. Members attend either the Critics Council meeting or the symposium might well be considered to have earned graduate credit on the subjects presented.

On November 17 Mrs. Blanchard joined officials of the State Road Department and of the State Chamber of Commerce to participate in dedicatory ceremonies for Florida’s second entrance way planting, located where US 17 crosses the state line into Georgia.

Planting plans were by Mrs. Malcolm Fortson and Miss Kathy Sample, FFGC Roadside development and horticulture chairmen, respectively, and the State Road Department provided the labor. A bronze marker at the site honors Mrs. W. S. Jennings, long a State Chamber of Commerce champion of civic beautification and widow of Florida’s 1901-1905 Governor.

At the close of 1966 Florida still lead the nation in the number of Blue Star Memorial Markers, the membership roster totaled 30, 765 and its 15th Hume fellow, William c. Meredith, had completed his work for a doctoral degree in horticulture at University of Florida. The fellowship, now increased to $2,7000 was then available to another graduate meeting the requirements. Edward C. Fernandez, highly recommended by Professor Hubert Owens, was again awarded the Federations’ $500 George Morrison Scholarship in Landscape Architecture at University of Georgia.
Florida Flower Show judges again assisted the Better Citizens Club of Raiford State Prison by judging their sixth annual flower show “The World of Orchids.”

January 1967, brought repeats of traditional events for garden club members including Arbor Day observances and tree plantings on the third Friday and the 11th annual Tropical Shor course at University of Miami, January 25-27

It was learned during the short course on a field trip to the nuclear plant site of Florida Power and Light Co. that more than a commercial installation was involved. In accordance with the “Dream” of longtime FP&L Board Chairman McGregor Smith, remembered by many members as a harmonica player of considerable talent, part of the company’s 1500 acres of natural wilderness was set aside for a wildlife sanctuary, another part was to be available for semi-public use with areas for Boy Scout and Girl Scout camps, marine experiments by University of Miami, nature trails, picnic areas and similar facilities.

The third historic marker sponsored by the Federation was dedicated March 8, 1967, on the site of the old Union Bank Building in downtown Tallahassee. Mrs. Blanchard, Mrs. J. D. McCullagh as Parks and Historic Memorials Chairman and Mars. B. P. McCord Jr., president of Tallahassee Garden Club, were among participants in the ceremonies.

“Year Around Vacation Land” was them of Florida’s 11th State Flower Show held March 10-12, 1967, in the Lakeland Civic Center. Both the Florida Council of Flower Show Instructors and the Council of Flower Show Judges scheduled their business meetings on March 11 so they could also enjoy the show.
The 1967 blanche Covington Nature Study Course was held March 12-13 at Hugh Taylor Birch State Park in Fort Lauderdale. It attracted a total of 51 students and instructors and engendered much enthusiasm. The increased enrollment resulted in a $140.95 profit on the here-to-fore non-profit undertaking.

Clubs contributed $2,100 to World Gardening for CARE and $2,446 for the American Korean Foundation, conservation goals included appointment of a consultant  in resource-use education and the establishment of “islands of green” nature center, 260 flower shows were sponsored, 830 members attended Flower Show Schools with 300 taking the examination, 89 clubs participated in the Civic Improvement Contest under the direction of Mrs. Flake Parker with Cherokee Circle of St. Augustine Garden Club winning the $500 cash award given by Sears-Roebuck on landscaping of the entrance to the Cross and Sword amphitheater.

More than 600 species of plants have been propagated and distributed by Mrs. William C. Knox and D. J. McSwiney since the plant distribution project began in 1962.

The clubs of District IV hosted the 41st FFGC Convention April 4-5 1967, in Jacksonville. Guests of honor were National Council Third Vice President, Mrs. Maxwell Steel and Deep South Regional Director, Mrs. Vernon L. Conner.
Reports of officers, district directors and key chairmen showed commendable progress had been made during the administration. A memorial service emphasized the fact two dedicated garden club members Mrs. Arthur F Coe, editor of the Florida Gardener for many years, and Mrs. W. B. Bruschweiler, director of District IX, had graduated to Life Eternal.

During the closing moments of her administration, Mrs. Blanchard presented Presidential Citations to several corporations and agencies, including Florida Phosphate Council, Sears Foundation and Florida Power and Light Co for outstanding services to the Federation. A special citation went to Miss Kathy Sample, horticulture chairman, for installing a three-foot border of native plant material surrounding a large enclosed porch at the Robert Meyer Hotel which constituted a magnificent, informative horticultural exhibit.

Mrs. Carroll O. Griffin stepped into the Federation presidency at its 41st annual convention in Jacksonville with an abundance of know-how. The fact each of the new officers she headed also had served as a district director made for a smooth “change of the guard”.
“Promoting and Protecting Florida’s Beauty”, theme for the new administration was emphasized at President’ Conferences in each of the 12 districts in the Spring of 1967 and later on at district meetings in the fall. Horticulture, conservation, education and youth activities were named as special emphasis phases. Early in the administration Mrs. Griffin fitted into her crowded schedule the dedication of Hispanic Garden in St. Augustine, landscaped under Federation auspices for presentation to the Restoration and Preservation Committee of Florida’s oldest City; that of Titusville Garden Center and a Blue star Highway Marker at Boynton Beach. She also was honoree at a tea given by Winter Park Garden Club in the prideful State Headquarters Building.

“We’re the Girls from All Florida” and “Creating Community Concepts” were themes of the administration’s two informative, enjoyable and well-attended short courses at University of Florida. A repeat of the President’s chosen theme and “Prologue to Tomorrow” were those of equally outstanding Tropical Short courses at University of Miami.

Under Mrs. Griffin’s leadership garden clubbers met the challenge of helping preserve and protect Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary’s major source of water and provide a buffer against drainage by donating $7000 to help purchase 2,640 acres of adjoining land. Naples Garden Club members gave the requested 25 cents each then voted $1000 from the club treasury to help.

Florida Power Corporation, Florida Power and Light Co., Tampa Electric Co., Winter Park Telephone Co. Florida Gas Corporation, Murphy Oil Corporation and Gulf Power Company were among “the angles” co-sponsoring with the Federation Landscape Design Courses during the administration.

The Federation was represented by a large delegation at Governor Claude Kirk’s Environmental Quality Conference, first such for Florida, held December 12-13, 1967 in Tallahassee and chaired by Richard D. Pope of Cypress Gardens fame.

One of the three invited keynote speakers was Mrs. Melville Hall of Zephyrhills, FFGC historian who had earned the Blanche Covington Leadership Award in recognition of her work as roadside development chairman during a previous administration. She shared the spotlight with State Senator Tom Slade of Jacksonville and H. O. Martin of Lakeland. President Griffin chaired the panel session on “Education and Responsibility”.

The Federation’s delegation proudly witnessed the installation of Florida’s own Mrs. Vernon L. Conner as treasurer at the 1968 National Convention in Milwaukee where Mrs. Griffin accepted several national awards among them bring the State Publication Award of Merit on ”Crafty Therapy” by Mrs. Earl W. Lau of Winter Park.

For the 10th consecutive year FFGC Sponsored travel projects for members, their families and friends with the Tom Duffy Travel Service handling arrangements. The net profit on tours to far away places totaled $2, 041.30 and was added to the Headquarters Endowment Fund.

Some of the kitchen equipment generously donated by the Ship Repair and Dry Dock Col, Tampa, was pout to good use during the Junior Nature Camp at Camp Kiwanis on Mill Dam Lake in Ocala National Forest which was attended by 250 boys and girls in separate weeks. This firm also donated bunks, tables, and stoves for use when the Federation would have its own camp.

Civic development gained momentum and school grounds beautification advances. Parks were completed and the Florida Petroleum Council joined the Federation in urging oil companies to clean up and landscape their properties. Mrs. Griffin accepted for Florida the Deep South Region’s Hubert B. Owens Trophy for School Ground Improvement won by Orlando Garden Club on its landscape beautification project at Ferncreek Elementary School.

A Garden for the Blind, established in the southeastern corner of the lawn at State Headquarters under the chairmanship of Mrs. Joseph M. Fahey of Lake May, was presented by District VII to the Federation and dedicated by Mrs. Griffin April 16, 1968.
The Federation’s newest publication, a cookbook entitled “Florida’s Finest Gourmet Cooks” with Mrs. Victor Nixon of Orlando as editor, made its debut at the 42nd annual convention held in Hollywood Beach May 16-17, 1968. By the close of the administration 3,398 copies had been sold.

Considered so timely and of such importance the board of directors authorized its printing of The Florida Gardener was the speech by Hon. Raleigh W. Greene of St. Petersburg on “Patriotism is not a Dirty Word”.

In addition to state and national awards to clubs in Florida Association of Landscape Architects’ municipal beautification awards were presented to St. Leo, Dunedin, Ormond Beach, Deerfield Beach, Bell Glade, Palatka, Sanford, Gainesville ad Leesburg.

Two well-attended symposiums for Flower Show Judges were held during Mrs. Griffin’s tenure, the first at Pensacola in September 1967 and the second at Miami Beach in May 1968.

As 1968 drew to a close Mrs. Griffin could also pridefully look back on the third annual FFGC sponsored Conservation Teachers’ Workshops at Pine Jog and Florida Southern College attended by 28 teachers, with clubs and circles contributing $1216 toward the $80 scholarships and the Florida Phosphate Council contributing $500 to help defray expenses at the Florida Southern Workshop then doing a repeat the next year, the Federation’s third year of independent camping with 287 boys and girls at Junior Nature Camp at Camp Oklawaha on Long Lake near Ocala; the fourth annual Florida conservation Week at University of Florida; participation in the Civic  Development Conference presented by the Florida Landscape Critics council and Florida Atlantic University; 37 dedicated women attending the 24th annual Blanche Covington Nature Study Course at O’Leno State Park; Florida leading the nation with 67 champion trees and a total of 65 Blue Star Markers with approximately 2,280 memorialized miles of Blue Star Highways. The total number of markers rose to 73 before the administration closed. In this connection the President accepted for the Federation a handsome Blue Star Marker cover, handmade by Mrs. Earl W. Lau for dedications, from District VII.

The number of designated bird sanctuaries increased to 158 in Florida, with 225 of the Federation-approved green and white “This is a Bird Sanctuary” designatory signs being placed. Automobile plates in green and white bearing the FFGC name and a replica of its official seal became available at Headquarters.

A donation of $300 was made toward establishment of a nature trail at Silver Lake in the Apalachicola National Forest. An inventory showed more than 500 books in eh library at State Headquarters and the names of Mr. and Mrs. George W. Morrison, Maitland, were added to the Guardians of Gardening roster in appreciation for an additional gift of $5000 in stock. The total amount in Headquarters and Endowment Fund rose to more than $50,000 and that in the Junior Nature Camp Fund increased beyond the $30,000 mark.
Mrs. Griffin cut the ribbon opening the 12th State Flower Show and helped judge “Florida, A state for All Seasons” held in cooperation with the Tampa Federation of Garden Club Circles in march, 1969. The Federation’s one-third of the profit $2,428.11, was presented at the “Happiness Is” curtain ringer-down convention of her administration held April 28-May 1, 1969, in Miami Beach.

As the administration closed a total of 26,719 of the 36-page all color Florida Flower Arrangement Calendars for 1969 had been sold. Junior gardeners registered totaled 5,836. There were 669 intermediate and 360 high school gardeners of record.37 applications for Visiting Gardens cards had been issued, 43 had attended the Blanche Covington Nature Study Course at St. Andrews State Park, 45 clubs owned Garden Centers and 16 leased, World Gardening contributions had totaled more than $3,984 with 9,000 pairs of used eyeglasses “thrown in for good measure”. The numbers of state Life memberships increased to 111 and National Council to 17 for the administration.

The President’s amiabilities and capabilities earned for her the well-deserved Certificate for Distinguished Service she received, as well as the love and admiration of members of the Federation.

Mrs. Maurice S. Dillingham of Santa Rosa Beach was installed as President of the Florida Federation in a beautiful candlelight ceremony conducted by Mrs. Vernon S. Conner at the 1969 convention in Miami Beach.

She chose as theme for her administration “Concern Today for Tomorrow” stressing conservation to preserve for future generations the natural beauty abounding in Florida and the training of the state’s youth for this purpose. It was with dignity, poise and a charming personality that the new President led the Federation through two productive years replete with outstanding achievements.
The week following her installation she attended the National Council of State Garden Clubs convention in Dallas, Texas, and proudly accepted four national awards for Florida. Included were two Purple Rosettes for standard flower shows, one with commercial aid and the other without, which were won by individual clubs; the White Ribbon Special Achievement Certificate won by a club, and the Blue Star Marker Certificate of Merit won by the Federation for dedicating 12 new markers.

During the two-year administration 61 teachers were granted scholarships to “Teacher Conservation workshops held at Florida Southern College in Lakeland, and at Pine Log Conservation Center in West Palm Beach. The Short Course at University of Florida attracted 405 persons and the Tropical Short Course at the University of Miami was attended by more than 300 Floridians. This course also attracted attendance from nearby states. Junior Nature Camp was held at Cam Oklawaha and O’Leno State Park, respectively, with a total of 604 boys and girls attending.

In March of each year Blanche Covington Nature Study Courses was held, first at O’Leno State Park and second at St. Andrews State Park, with good attendance.

Courses I, II and III of Series V Landscape Design Schools gave many the opportunity to take the examination toward their Landscape Critics Certificate. A primer for “Design and Development of Landscape Environment” was published, five foreign tours were sponsored, and a total of 29 bird sanctuaries were added during these two years.

Past State President Mrs. Vernon L. Conner, lovingly known as Jess to thousands of garden clubbers, was elected 2nd Vice President of National Council during this administration and Mrs. Dillingham was appointed parliamentarian by the national President.

A Speaker List was revised and published. Florida won two Regional awards and 14 national Awards at the Chicago convention among them being the Best State Flower Show, “Florida A State for all Seasons”, Best Publication, Florida Flower Arrangement Calendar; Best Federation Ear Book, the Book of Information, and Greatest Increase for Membership.

Five names were added to the Patrons Plaque at Headquarters and one on the Guardians of Gardening Wall. One of the “fun things” in garden clubbing is presenting State and National Life Memberships and in this administration many in both categories were bestowed on happy people.

Mrs. Dillingham’s interest in conservation led to her appointment as secretary to the Board of Trustees of a newly organized group called “Conservation 70s”. Leading conservationists, scientists, members of the Florida House of Representatives, Senate and Cabinet comprised this group. Their goal was to put together a tighter system of laws and administrative legislation for the preservation of Florida’s natural resources. Clubs in the state donated $3,76.77 to Conservation 70s.

Many flower shows were held and 1,439 attended Flower Show Schools and two Symposiums bringing the total of certified judges to 661. Hundreds attended the 13th Annual Florida State Flower Show, “A Quest For Knowledge, Beauty and Joy”, at Gainesville. A booklet on installations was published, Junior and High School gardener programs were aired on radio and television, State Bird Day was observed on May 1 each year and Arbor Day on the third Friday in January, $4,200 was budgeted for Fellowships an Scholarships, contributions of money and supplies were made to three correctional institutions and more than 50,000 Florida Flower Arrangement Calendars were sold.

It had long been the dream of the Federation to some day own its buildings for Junior Nature Camp. In 1971 negotiations were started with the Division of Recreation and Parks Department of Natural Resources in Florida for the establishment of a facility in Wekiwa Springs State Park. This project was destined to grow into a beautiful camp owned and operated by the Florida Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc.

The 44th annual convention was held at Daytona Beach in 1970 with “Harmony” as the theme chosen by Mrs. Dillingham. This was faithfully and interestingly carried out by the 717 who attended.

On May 16-20, 1971, the Federation hosted the National Council convention at the Americana Hotel, Bal Harbour. This was a big undertaking but was beautifully carried out in every detail.

Immediately following this event the 45th annual state convention was held. The theme chosen was “Florida’s World of Creativity”.

Mrs. Dillingham reported that members had clearly supported her administration them “Concern Today for Tomorrow” in letter writing which was responsible for halting the rape of the Everglades, halting work on the Cross-State Barge Canal, discouraging the use of harmful pesticides and products containing phosphates, and preservation of the Bald Eagle.

Delegates voted to raise the dues from club members to $1.50 per capita starting June 1, 1971.

Appropriate is the word for the theme “Friendship and Unity in Gardening” chosen by Anne (Mrs. Andrew A.) Gurke of Hollywood, FFGC President, for the 1971-1973 administration.

Sixteen continuous years as an officer of chairman on the Federation’s board of directors had given her the expertise to create rhythm and unity in the organization and her dedicated services in the varied activities of this gardening group had won many friends throughout her state and region.
March 8-12, 1972, was datelined Jacksonville where statewide efforts were pooled to present an enjoyable, smoothly streamlined and beautiful meeting of the Deep South Region followed by the exciting State Flower Show, ”Boldly we Search”, and informative annual meetings of Florida Councils of Flower Show Judges and Flower Show School Instructors.

Florida was chosen to Pilot Youth Environmental Conference, sponsored by National Council of State Garden Clubs and Shell Oil Company. It was held at Florida Institute of Technology at Orlando in August, 1972, Great was the enthusiasm, participation and acclaim! 22 cities were represented, 52 High School Gardeners with 17 directors and alternates, 17 Intermediate Gardeners with 6 directors an alternates three adult steering committee members and one consultant attended.

Honored guests include National Council’s President Mrs. Maxwell Steele, 2nd Vice President Mrs. Vernon L. Conner, High School Gardeners Chairman Mrs. Carl Dahlgren, Conservation Chairman Miss Elizabeth Mason, FFGC President Mrs. Gurke, Conference Chairman Mrs. J. B. Threlkeld and four important representatives of Shell Oil Company.

Two Blanche Covington Nature Study Courses brought delightful and companionable experiences to campers at Camp O’Leno near High Springs.

Tropical Short Course was moved from University of Miami to Broward Community College, Ft Lauderdale, and the 16th and 17th presentations were attended by hundreds eager to learn about growing, showing and sharing.

The Garden Club Short Courses at University of Florida, now happily harmoniously installed at J. Wayne Reitz Union, have become one of FFGC’s most popular events. ‘Flowers, Inside and Out” attracted 225 gardeners.

Four courses of Series 6, Landscape Design Schools were completed adding 21 new names to the Landscape Design Critics roster, 95 Junior Gardening, 8 Intermediate Gardening and 24 High School Gardening units were registered; 191 attended the Flower Show Schools Symposium, “Beauty—is our Thing”, at Palm Beach Shores; $5, 422.27 was contributed by clubs and circles for World Gardening and Mrs. Arlie Hopkins received a special pin from CARE in recognition of her outstanding services; 14 resolutions of concern to garden clubbers were approved; $1200 was given by members for garden therapy at Raiford; rants were made for Conservation Teachers Workshops at University of West Florida, Pensacola and at Pine Job Environmental Science Center, West Palm Beach; nine National and 27 State Life Memberships were conferred; two Guardians of Gardening and 6 Patrons were added to the honor rolls at State Headquarters as Florida’s gardeners continued to demonstrate that they care!
The Federation’s 45th Annual Convention, “Under the Big Top”, held at Sarasota May 2-4, 1972, placed emphasis on ecology, conservation, restoration, environment and youth. Pride of accomplishment was laced with gaiety during the presentation of four National non-competitive, one district ,57 senor and 16 junior State awards. The spectacular climax was Florida Council of flower Show judge’s distinctive flower arrangement program depicting circus animals and characters.

National Council’s convention in Cleveland, Ohio, May 14-18, 1972 was highlighted for Florida with four non-competitive, six highly competitive and the announced at Jacksonville Regional Awards, Hubert Owens School Grounds Improvement Trophy and Subscription to National Gardener; the presentations of the NCSGC Silver Seal to Dr. Jerome Keuper, President of Florida Institute of Technology, and a Presidential Citation to Jay Blanchard of Winter Park.

A new revised edition of Florida Garden Club Manual was published.

Miss Carol Beck, botanist, was honored October 12, 1972, with a plaque being placed in Highlands Hammock State Park in recognition of valuable knowledge and time given to garden clubs.

The Elizabeth McCullagh Scholarship ($1000 annually) for High School Gardeners was established in loving memory of “Liz” (Mrs. W. D.) McCullagh, a many time member of the FFGC board of directors and an all-time dedicated garden clubber.

A Litter Control Conference was held at State Headquarters January 22, 1973. “Glen Glitter” has been adopted as a state symbol and Interdisciplinary K-12 Anti-Litter Curriculum Packets are now available for use in Florida Schools. Litter Control Chairman Mars. John B. McCelland received state, national and Keep America Beautiful honors.
At the NCSGC Convention in Seattle, Washington, May 13-18, 1973, Mrs. Vernon Conner, Florida’s own Jess, was elected first vice president. The Federation won top awards for State Flower Show, Florida Flower Arrangement Calendar and Litter Control and Supt. M. B. Jordan of Raiford Prison received National’s Silver Seal.

The FFGC 47th Annual Convention with “Nature’s World of Fantasy” as theme was held May 21-24, 1073, at delightful Disney World where the largest delegation of record assembled.

Only superlatives have ben used to describe the setting, the enchantment of arrangements and the skilled planning of the convention especially the “fascinating” and “scintillating” as applied to the superb artistry of “It’s A Small World” presented by the Judges’ Council or the “inspiring” and “thought provoking” to the programs and the “informative” and “constructive” to the workshops.

A Convention of WORK overlaid with a vivacious carnival air of fun and frolic was underlaid with deep sadness over the terminal illness of Mrs. W. T. Chennell of Orlando, beloved, just-elected first vice president of the Federation.

Over 30 years of enthusiastic and vigorously active participation in Garden Club affairs brought Berne (Mrs. Sidney R.) Davis well prepared to the leadership of FFGC. From wide knowledge and experience, she knew the value of personal involvement and the strength of unity and aptly chose as her theme “A Time to be Involved”. (Berne told the story of when the nominating committee called she wasn’t home but Sidney said ”I’m pleased to accept for her”.)
In her acceptance speech the sparkingly vivacious, well-groomed Berne stated “It is time, indeed, to become involved in planting flowering trees throughout the State to replace the thousands of trees being destroyed by housing and other developments, to be involved with the youth of our State and to teach them what their roles are in making this wonderful world work as it does; and to be involved in making a decided gain in membership of our Federation”.

Strong emphasis was to be placed on the promotion of thee three ideas during her administration.

Wishing to be involved in the National Bi-Centennial celebration the Federation voted to restore and remodel the gardens at historic Brokaw-McDougal House in Tallahassee.

In October 1978 the “Glenn Glitter” symbol was registered in the Federation’s name and received a citation from “Keep America Beautiful” for this new approach in promoting litter control. (See Florida Almanac 2007-2008, page 451)
Two important events were sponsored in November. On the 7-9, Course I, Series VII of Landscape Design Schools was held in Winter Haven. Others followed during the administration. On November 13-15, many enthusiastic members attended the Bilingual Flower Show School in Miami. This was the first of its kind ever held.

In an effort to support the President’s desire to become more involved with the State’s youth, 27 Intermediate Garden units were organized with a total of 864 members. A superb manual entitled “youth” was compiled by the Federated Garden Circles of Fort Lauderdale, under the direction of the Junior Gardening Chairman, and was both approved and accepted by the Federation. There are 83 Junior Garden Clubs with 4,373 members who will benefit from this manual.

High School Gardeners participate in 22 units with 494 members and for the first time, the Elizabeth McCullagh High School Gardening Scholarship was awarded with the recipient being Dorothy A. Karl.
After a long period of planning the federation’s own Wekiwa Youth Camp was dedicated and officially opened July 21, 1974, with 400 young boys and girls attending! Then on August 11-14 Florida Federation of Garden Club’s first Environmental Youth Conference, “SEEK ‘74” was held in Orlando with 143 young people and adults in attendance.

US Highway 90 was officially designated as a Scenic Route in Florida. On November 15, 1974, a Blue Star Marker was dedicated on US 90 bringing the total number of markers in the state to 87.

Garden Therapy projects brought joy to many handicapped people, and an average of 140 inmates were trained in horticulture and artistic ability through contributions to four Correctional Institutes—one of which presents an annual Standard Flower Show. M. B. Jordan, vocational supervisor at Raiford Prison, was awarded the National Council Silver Seal for his humane relations with the inmates.

Two Garden Club Short Courses were held each year and many garden clubbers attended Blanche Covington Nature Study Courses. “Operation Wildflower” was incorporated into the program of roadside and recreational area beautification.

Awards won by the Federation include the Golden Rose of Sharon Award presented by the Korean Foundation for its World Gardening program; four National Awards for non-competitive flower shows, and another for increase in membership; Deep South Regional Award for the largest numerical gain in membership; and Year Book (Book of Information) without advertisements.

May local flower shows were held during the two-year administration with spotlight focused on the 15th State Flower Show held in West Palm Beach April 13-14, 1975, with the theme, ”Florida-a Beacon of Involvement’.

The Board of Directors voted whole-hearted support of the National Council-sponsored International Flower Show at Miami Beach in 1976. Flower Show Schools were held by local clubs and two Flower Show Schools Symposiums drew over-flow crowds. The Federation boasts 626 Flower Show judges and 15 Instructors for Flower Show Schools.

During the 1973-1975 administration two H. Harold Hume Fellowships, three George Morrison Landscape Design Scholarships, two Taylor Alexander Ecology Scholarships and two Elizabeth McCullagh Scholarships for High School Gardeners were awarded by the Federation.

The study of horticulture always plays a large part in the programs of all garden clubs, and many members participated in the plant distribution project of the Federations. Many Garden Centers and Libraries offered information and served a great purpose in communities of the State. A wider study and practice of conservation was noted during this administration. More than one million trees have been planted in parks and recreational areas, in city beautification, roadside development projects and on home grounds.
“A Time to be Involved” was theme for the 48th Annual FFGC Convention held in Tallahassee—the State’s beautiful capital city-on April 30- May 2, 1974. Many state and national awards were won, giving additional proof of great involvement. A Presidential Citation was presented to Ney C. Landrum, State Parks Department, for his support of Camp Wekiwa.

The Federation was saddened during this administration by the death of several of its beloved chairmen who were honored in memory by having their names placed on the Patrons Plaque, Guardians of Gardening Wall and the In Memorium Book at Headquarters. The American -Korean Foundation presented a plaque in tribute to the late World Gardening Chairman Mrs. Arlie Hopkins, and established a scholarship in her honor.

Throughout the two years 164 State Life Memberships were presented, bringing the total to 940. 21 National Life memberships were added during Mrs. Davis’ tenure of office. State Bird Day was observed each year on May 1 and many communities were proclaimed Bird Sanctuaries. The beautiful National Award-wining Florida Flower Arrangement Calendar was a sell-out each year and was enjoyed by thousands of people. Each issue of the Florida Gardener, official publication of the Federation published four times per year, was packed with information for every FFGC member.
Florida was proud to hose the PATE (People and Their Environment) Leadership Training Course at the University Inn, DeLand, in mid-February.

The course was attended by two delegates each from 17 southern states and the District of Columbia. This was an all-expense event with Shell Oil, Wesvaco and International Paper Companies picking up the tab. We are indeed grateful to them. The Federation is excited over a coming event in which Mrs. Vernon L. Conner-its own Jess-will be installed as President of the national Council of State Garden Clubs, Inc. at the convention in Salt Lake City, Utah, May 18-23, `1975. This is the first time a Florida member will behave served as National Council President and Florida’s pride is unbounded! In anticipation of the reception which Florida will host honoring Mrs. Conner and her corps of officers, the Federation sponsored four foreign tours proceeds from which will be used for this purpose and, The Florida Council of Flower show Judges appropriated $500 for decorations for this event.

Once during each administration there is a State Flower Show when members throughout Florida display their horticulture and arts in gorgeous array. This year, the 15th State Flower Show “Florida -A Beacon of Involvement” was presented in West Palm Beach April 12=13. A tremendous effort by the Federation and the West Palm Beach Garden Club proved to be an exciting experience. The Florida Council of Flower Show judges and the Flower Show School Instructors held their annual meetings in West Palm Beach during the flower show period. 

One of the dreams of the President, Mrs. Davis, has been to see the records of 50 years of Florida Federation of Garden Clubs activities compiled and printed in book form.

She appointed a committee to affect this compilation and this book is the result of the committee’s efforts. It was printed for distribution at the 1975 convention in celebration of the Florida Federation of Garden Clubs’ Golden Anniversary.

A surprise presentation of a plate bearing the inscription:

“Sidney R. Davis. Fort Myers, honoring BERNESE R. DAVIS, FFGC President 1973-1975” to be placed on the Guardians of Gardening Wall at State Headquarters was a thrilling close to the administration of Mrs. Davis.

