FFGC History—Our 6th Decade 1975-1984

Presidents during this decade: Velma Gwinn (1975-1977) “Accept the Challenge of Today”




Jean Bates Villareal (1977-1979) "Learning is a Growing Thing"




Ella P. Wood (1979-1981) "Cultivate Communication-Harvest 





Rewards"




Virginia ‘Gini’ Jordan (1981-1983) "Grow!"




Hazel Simmons (1983-1985) "Plant Seed-Discover Life"

Fifty Year History published 1975

Bartram Trail Proclamation signed by Governor Ruben Askew


First Bartram Trail Marker in all of NCSGC dedicated in Pierson, FL





First State ‘Environmental Educational Workshop’ held at Wekiwa Springs State Park


Affiliate membership established


First Geriatric Program started


‘Floral Design Study’ program adopted

First Arboreta and Botanical Gardens program adopted

First Energy Awareness Conferences held

Nature Building added at Camp Wekiva

Computer installed at Headquarters

56,000 ‘Liberty’ trees planted 

FFGC Collect adopted
Conventions:


*1975 in St. Petersburg (April 28-30) “Our Golden Anniversary—Fifty years of Involvement”, 1064 clubs and circles, 28,901 members. State Flower Show “Florida…A Beacon of Involvement” held April 12-13 in West Palm Beach.


*1976 in Miami Beach-our 50th convention (May 3-4) “Salute to America”


*1977 in Daytona Beach. State Flower Show “Florida—Challenge to Beauty” held in St. Augustine.


*1978 in Hollywood. State Flower Show “Seasons Greetings from FFGC” held December 1-3 in Orlando.


*1979 in Lake Buena Vista


*1980 in Miami Beach-55th convention


*1981 in St. Petersburg. State Flower Show “Many Moons over Florida” held in April in Tampa


*1982 in Clearwater


*1983 in Orlando. State Flower Show “The Wonderland that is Florida” held in Pensacola in April


*1984 in Jacksonville

Ella P. Wood: 27th President: 

1979 - 1981 President - Ella P. Wood
Significant Events: Butterfly, Arboreta, Botanical Gardens, and Floral Design Study Programs adopted. First Environmental Education Workshop School. First William Bartram Trail Marker in all of NCSGC. President's Pin/Pendant given by Henry Chillas in memory of Frances Chillas.
First Environmental Conference. 

Won NCSGC Bronze Seal Award for twenty-year Penal Therapy Program. 

Floral Design Program and Butterfly Program adopted. 

Operation Wildflower Project with Florida DOT begun. 

Ella hired our headquarters manager, June Richcreek.

Ella was assisting Berne and Elise, who were co-chairs o f1987 NCSGC convention in Miami, when she died.

1975-1977: President Velma Gwinn
1975 - 1977 President - Velma Gwinn
Significant Events: Fifty Year History published. Operation Wildflower adopted. Members supported an act creating Office of Environmental Education. FFGC constructed flowers sent to decorate the Blue Room's Christmas tree at the White House.
Fifty Year History published. Intermediate Gardener Chairman appointed: 27 units registered. American Korean Foundation presented a plaque and established a scholarship in tribute to the late Mrs. Arlie Hopkins. Total of 164 state Life Memberships and 21 NGSGC Life Memberships presented. Mrs. Vernon L. Conner installed as NCSGC President, FFGC’s first National President. FFGC hosts reception for Mrs. Conner at NCSGC Convention. Operation Wildflower adopted. SEEK ’74 won Deep South Public Relations Award. Members supported act creating Office of Environmental Education. Wekiva Youth Camp opens for a 5-week session. SEEK ’75 Youth Conference at FSU. First National Landscape Design Conference held at Texas A&M. First International Flower Show held at Florida at Miami Beach. Seven new booklets published by FFGC. Mrs. Carroll O. Griffin elected Director of Deep South Region for 1977-1979. First presentation of Award #49, Horticultural Medal for Individual Achievement to Mr. Mulford Foster, Orlando. Resolution from FFGC acted upon by the DOT and the legislature naming Ives Dairy Road and the Sunshine Parkway and all Florida Expressways now build or to be built in the future as Blue Star Memorial Highways. Bartram Trail Proclamation signed by Gov. Askew. Mrs. C. H. Blanchard, Sr and Mrs. John Kressman named by Gov. Askew as members of Bartram Trail Conference. Mrs. Blanchard named Florida Patriot. Six NCSGC Awards and six NCSGC Flower Show Awards won. Sears Environmental Action Leadership Medals awarded to Mrs. Roger T. Waybright. Fiftieth State Convention, Miami Beach. Flags of our Nation given to Headquarters by Mrs. R. Malcolm Fortson. International Flower Show, reception hosted by FFGC, Miami Beach. FFGC student aid yearly grant of $700 established. First Bilingual Landscape Design School, Miami. First State Environmental Educational Workshop, Wekiwa Springs State Park. Constructed flowers sent to decorate the Blue Room’s Christmas tree at the White House.

1977-1979: Jean Bates Villereal

1977 - 1979 President - Jean Bates Villareal
Significant Events: Affiliate membership established.
State Flower Show, St. Augustine. Fifty-first convention, Tampa

Affiliate membership established; 2 plant societies and 17 foreign clubs. Medal for Individual Achievement in Horticulture presented to Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Vaughn. $39,000 given to American Land Trust for Tiger Creek. Blue Star Markers number 96. Eighteen Flower Show Schools with 673 in attendance. Dedicated gardens of the Brokaw-McDougal House in Tallahassee. Fifty -six thousand “liberty” trees planted. Fifty thousand flowering dogwood trees planted by one district in honor of William Bartram. National Councils’ 1977 Calendar cover by Mrs. Truman Green, Tampa. First male Director, Mr. Henry S. Chillas, District III. Sixteen National awards received, including first place in American Land Trust contest. Dorothy Karly of Key West, National Scholarship winner. Wekiva Youth Camp open for a 5-week session. SEEK co-sponsored by Deep South Region. First 6-member team attended U. S. Forest Service Environmental Facilitator’s Workshop. Polly Moody Memorial Youth Scholarship established. Two symposia and two landscape Design Study courses. Six “How To” booklets produced to replace Presidents’ Kits. First College Garden Club in the nation formed at Broward Community College. Glenn Glitter service mark registered as belonging to FFGC, Inc. Bartram Trail funded for $100,000 for study. Mrs. Vernon L. Conner, outgoing NCSGC President, voted Honorary President of FFGC. Bartram Trail Society of Florida granted charter by the State Department of Florida. Tiger Creek Nature Preserve dedicated at Bok Tower, Lake Wales. Gov. Askew proclaimed March as Keep Florida Glitter Clean Month. First Greening of the Government program. Deep South Regional Convention held at Lake Buena Vista, hosted by FFGC. Seven Deep South Awards won by FFGC. Fifty-second convention held at Daytona Beach, hosted by the Garden Club of Jacksonville. FFGC pamphlet We’re Somebody distributed. Nineteen NCSGC awards received by FFGC. First six-weeks session at Wekiva Youth Camp. 4 High School Gardeners attended first National Youth Environmental Conference. First Garden Study Course held at FIT Melbourne. First Geriatric Program started. First cruise symposium. State Flower Show, “Season’s Greetings”, held in Orlando. Ten Flower Show Schools held throughout Florida. Four Landscape Design Study Courses held in Miami, Tampa and Chipley.
1979-1981: Ella P. Wood

1979 - 1981 President - Ella P. Wood
Significant Events: Butterfly, Arboreta, Botanical Gardens, and Floral Design Study Programs adopted. First Environmental Education Workshop School. First William Bartram Trail Marker in all of NCSGC. President's Pin/Pendant given by Henry Chillas in memory of Frances Chillas
Blue Star Markers number 105. Bird Sanctuaries number 214. Fifty-third FFGC Convention held in Hollywood, hosted by the District XI. Over 100 National Life Memberships awarded in honor of NCSGC’s 50th anniversary. Total of 152 State Awards presented at Convention. Six Flower Show Schools held throughout Florida. Two Landscape Design Study Courses held in Tampa and Chipley. 23 NCSGC Awards including the Bronze Seal for Wekiva Youth Camp. NCSGC Presidential Citation for 153 Life Memberships. FFGC Collect adopted. Delegation attended HANDS workshop, Norfolk VA. Grow with Us (membership pamphlet) published. 1979 President’s kits, containing information on horticulture, membership, guidelines for presidents and treasurers, and floral design study were distributed. First District (V) co-sponsored Environmental Workshop at Withlacoochee State Forest. Floral Design Study Program adopted and first unit of Floral Design Study held in St. Petersburg. First Butterfly Program. First Arboreta and Botanical Gardens Program adopted. Agreement reached with State of Florida DOT to support Operation Wildflowers. Four Landscape Design Study Courses, 11 Flower Show Schools, 2 Gardening Study Courses and a flower show symposium.

Governor’s Proclamation “Keep Florida Glitter Clean” in 1980. Seven awards won at Deep South Convention, Biloxi, MS. 54th FFGC Convention Lake Buena Vista by Winter Haven Council of Garden Clubs. Total of 150 FFGC awards presented at FFGC Convention. FFGC Bylaws revised. Twenty-two NCSGC Awards received, including Bronze Seal for 20-year Penal Therapy program. Eleanor R. Crosby Scholarship awarded to David Taylor, Orlando.
SEEK 7th Annual Youth Environmental Conference at UCF. FFGC President visited White House for Alaska Lands briefing. Delegation to Exhibition 50, Washington, DC climaxing NGSGC 50th Anniversary. Flowers arranged for Flower Festival at National Cathedral. 1980 Presidents Kits distributed, included a flyer on FFGC publication Color Me a Butterfly and printed pamphlets Make it a Winner, Glenn Glitter and Parade of Florida Schools. Environmental Education Workshop, co-sponsored by FFGC and districts VIII and IX. First Environmental Education Workshop School by FFGC, Wekiva Youth Camp. First William Bartram Trail Marker in all NCSGC dedicated at Pierson FL, placed by Pierson Garden Club. Flower Show Symposium, 14 Florida Design Study Series, 4 Landscape Design Courses, 3 Gardening Study Courses, 9 flower Show Schools. 33 NCSGC Life memberships, more than any other state. FFGC Life Memberships total 176. Resolutions adopted to support a National Garden Week, to name a state forest in honor of Evelyn M. Waybright, to designate the Bartram Trail a Scenic and/or Historic Trail to support the issuance of stamps commemorating ?? , to re-designate the Suwannee River as an Outstanding Florida Water, to protect barrier Islands.

President’s pin/Pendant given by Henry Chillas (D-III) in memory of Frances Chillas.

1981-1983: Virginia Gini Jordan

1981 - 1983 President - Virginia Gini Jordan
Significant Events: First Energy Awareness Conferences held. Nature building added at Camp Wekiva. Adopted Florida House, Washington D.C. as an on-going project. Initiated 'World Gardens Grow' program in cooperation with Cypress Gardens.
William Bartram Trail Markers dedicated in St. Augustine Ampitheater, Rockledge, Paynes Prairie and Fenandina. Governor’s Proclamation ‘Keep Florida Glitter Clean” March-April 1981. Blanche Covington Mini EE Workshop, Camp Wekiva- Velma B. Gwinn Wildflower Hill Native Garden dedicated at January Board meeting. Seven awards won at Deep South convention in Louisiana. Spring Symposium held in Ocala. Thirty NCSGC awards (more than any other federation) received at Convention, included the Silver Seal for Dr. Thomas F. Sheehan of University of Florida. Thirty NCSGC Life Memberships, more than any other federation. Two Gardening Study Courses, two Landscape Design Courses, two Flower Show Schools, Five Floral Design Study Series. FFGC Convention held at Carillon Hotel, Miami Beach with District XII as host. Total of NGC awards presented at FFGC Convention. Total of 134 Life Memberships. Position adopted to proclaim a State Garden Week, to protest transfer of management of the Tosohatchee Preserve to the Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission., to protest further development of Watson Island. The Size of the Florida Gardener now 8 ½” by 11 inches with 16 pages President attended first National Council Energy …Conference in Washing ton DC Exotica added to the Library in memory of Charles Blanchard. Two emeralds added by Mrs. John G. Wood and Mrs. Edward R. Jordan to President’s Pin/pendant given by Mr. Chillas. Seventeen Floral Design Studies (over 500 certificates awarded). Four Flower Show Schools, 1 Symposium, 3 landscape Design Courses, Gardening Study courses. Two Bartram Trail Markers placed. First Energy Awareness Conferences held. Nature building added at Camp Wekiva. Hosted national Council Board of Directors meeting at Headquarters. Environmental Education workshop held in the Keys with first Salt Water Investigation. Youth Manual revised. Coloring Book revised. Adopted Florida House, Washington DC as an on-going project to landscape and maintain grounds. President attended fist Deep South Energy Awareness program at Auburn university. Computer installed at Headquarters. Initiated World Gardeners Grow program in cooperation with Cypress Gardens. Fifty-sixth annual convention held in St. Petersburg. Resolutions adopted: to change name of Carey State Forest to Waybright, to object to hunting in Paynes Prairie, to oppose mining lease in Osceola Forest, to extend endangered Species Act. 21 NGSGC awards including Violet Gose greatest increase in membership. Bronze Seal for Floral Design Studies and Silver Seal for Marjorie Stoneman Douglas. Three Bartram Trail markers dedicated, 8 Flower Show Schools and 2 symposia. Four Landscape Design Courses. Three Gardening Study courses. President attended National Council Environmental Education Workshop at Land on the Lakes, TN.
Hazel Simmons 1983-1985

1983 - 1985 President - Hazel Simmons
Significant Events: Buildings added at Camp Wekiva and pool completed in 1984. 1st Landscape Design Symposium. Published The Miracle of Butterflies and Florida Wildflowers and Roadside Plants. Sears' Leadership Development program initiated. Penal Therapy/Roadside Development Operation Wildflower/seed propagation program begun.

Directory of Florida Parks and Gardens published. Work and Time Table for Food Gardening published. Building to house two couples built at Camp Wekiva. Plans accepted by DNR for swimming pool at Camp Wekiva. First Landscape Design symposium. Two Landscape Design Schools, Five Flower Show Schools, two Gardening Study Courses held. The State Flower Show, “The Wonderland that is Florida” was held in Pensacola. Florida Wildflowers and Roadside Plants by C. Ritchie Bell and Bryan J. Taylor published, sponsored by FFGC. Fifty -seventh Annual Convention hosted by Clearwater Garden Club. Sear’s Leadership Development program initiated at convention in Clearwater. Governor Graham proclaims March and April “Keep Florida Glitter Clean” month. 17 NCSGC Awards, including Jess M. Conner Landscape Architecture Scholarship to Carlota M Sanz, Key Biscayne. Sears Leadership Development Workshop held for FFGC Board of Directors. FFGC accepted invitation to provide design program at 11th World Orchid Conference. Prior issues of Book of Information bound in hard cover for FFGC Library. Kits of FFGC publications/materials made available for distribution to new clubs. Landscaping completed at Florida House, Washington, DC. SEEK conference moved from UCF to Canterbury Retreat and Conference Center. Resurfaced Headquarters driveways and parking area. Adopted resolutions in support of Frontier River conservation District Act, deauthorization of Cross Florida Barge Canal, designation of Panhandle and Big Bend Section as Areas of Critical State concern, and opposing development of Ft George Island and proposal to develop Gulf Intracoastal Waterway. The Miracle of Butterflies published. Flower Show School Symposia held in Orlando and Tampa.
Penal Therapy/Roadside Development Operation Wildflower/seed propagation programs begun. Accepted from Wilhelmina F. Greene 2000 copies of Exotic Flowers to Color and Identify, color film of exotic flowers and 10% royalty of sales. Approved Paths of Sunshine annual award for Florida DOT maintenance. 58th convention hosted by Gainesville Garden Club at Orlando with 622 registrants. Energy Conference at Ft. Walton. Water Conference in Sarasota. Flower Show School symposium held in Pensacola and Jacksonville. Camp Wekiva Pool completed for Summer 1984. Deep South Regional Convention Magic Keys hosted at Key West. Twenty -one awards and citations from NCSGC including Bronze Seal for ’83 SEEK Conference, Silver Seal for endeavors of Kenneth D. Morrison, Presidential Citation for Mrs. John G. Wood. Adopted resolution to declare Florida a Butterfly State. Supported legislation to control outdoor advertising. Sponsored tour to Ireland and England.
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